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METHODS FOR GENOME AMPLIFICATION 

Background Art 

Whole Genome Amplification (WGA) of genomic DNA has been previously 
5 described. The methods have generally been based on Degenerate Oligonucleotide 
Primed PCR (1992 Telenius, H, et al, Genomics, 13, 718-725). Although these 
techniques have been shown to produce some degree of random genomic amplification, 
the methods have been limited in the size of the DNA fragments amplified. Using Taq 
polymerase (Taq) amplified representations have generally been limited to fragments 

10 varying in size from 100-2000bp thus limiting the usefulness of these methods. By using 
cocktails that contain a polymerase and an additional proof reading enzyme, larger 
fragments up to 10kb in size have been reported. The use of proof reading polymerase 
enzymes on bisulphite-treated DNA, however, generally yield no amplification due to 
the inherent proof reading capabilities of these polymerases which do not recognize the 

15 uracil bases in bisulphite-modified DNA (Sakaguchi, A.Y., et al Biotechniques. 1996 
Sep;21(3):368-70.). 

More recently, another method for WGA has been described. This method, 
termed Rolling Circle Amplification (RCA), is an isothermal amplification strategy 
employing the enzyme phi29 (2002 Dean et al, PNAS, 99(8), 5261-5266). This method 

20 does not depend on denaturation of template molecules at every cycle of the reaction 
unlike conventional amplification technologies. The enzyme phi29 will continually 
produce a DNA amplification product at 30°C via a rolling circle method of amplification 
(2002 Dean et al, PNAS, 99(8), 5261-5266). In addition, using this method on normal 
DNA, primers as short as 6bp have been found to be adequate for WGA. However, the 

25 phi29 enzyme has inherent exonuclease activity, thus enzyme resistant primers must be 
used. Using this strategy, amplified products in excess of 30kb in size have been 
achieved from normal DNA (2002 Dean et al, PNAS, 99(8), 5261-5266). 

The unique nature of bisulphite-modified DNA, (in which the complementary 
strands become different in sequence after bisulphite treatment), means that traditional 

30 methods for WGA cannot be applied. This is due to the fact that after bisulphite 

treatment the two DNA strands are no longer complementary. Thus to perform WGA on 
bisulphite-treated DNA, at least 2 primers of different sequence have to be added to an 
amplification reaction to target each strand of the DNA, rather than the one that would 
be used for amplification of normal DNA. 



In addition conventional bisulphite treatment of DNA has been shown to result in 
the loss of up to 96% of the starting DNA (2001, Grunau.C et al, Nucleic Acids 
Research, 1 :29(13):E65-5). The use of such DNA would not be suitable for the use in 
WGA methods as most of the DNA has been lost therefore any representation obtained 
5 would not be a true reflection of the original starting material. 

The present inventor has now developed methods for WGA that can be used to 
amplify genomic DNA that has undergone bisulphite treatment. 

Disclosure of Invention 

10 In a first aspect, the present invention provides a method for whole genome 

amplification comprising: 

(a) treating genomic DNA with a modifying agent which modifies cytosine bases but 
does not modify 5'-methyl-cytosine bases under conditions to form single stranded 
modified DNA; 

15 (b) providing a population of random X-mers of exonuclease-resistant primers 

capable of binding to at least one strand of the modified DNA, wherein X is an integer 3 
or greater; 

(c) providing polymerase capable of amplifying double stranded DNA, together with 
nucleotides and optionally any suitable buffers or diluents to the modified DNA; and 

20 (d) allowing the polymerase to amplify the modified DNA. 

Preferred conditions used in step (a) do not result in substantial DNA 
fragmentation. 

The modifying agent is preferably selected from bisulphite, acetate or citrate. 
More preferably, the agent is sodium bisulphite, a reagent, which in the presence of 
25 water, modifies cytosine into uracil. 

Sodium bisulphite (NaHS0 3 ) reacts readily with the 5,6-double bond of cytosine 
to form a sulfonated cytosine reaction intermediate which is susceptible to deamination, 
and in the presence of water gives rise to a uracil sulfite. If necessary, the sulfite group 
can be removed under mild alkaline conditions, resulting in the formation of uracil. 
30 Thus, potentially all cytosines will be converted to uracils. Any methylated cytosines, 
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however, cannot be converted by the modifying reagent due to protection by 
methylation. 

Preferably, the exonuclease-resistant primers are oligonucleotides or 
oligonucleotide analogues containing at least one intercalator pseudonucleotide forming 
5 an intercalating nucleic acid (INA) as defined herein. 

The oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue is preferably selected from the 
group consisting of subunits of DNA, RNA, peptide nucleic acid (PNA), hexitol nucleic 
acid (HNA), MNA, altritol nucleic acid (ANA), locked nucleic acid (LNA), cyclohexanyl 
nucleic acid (CAN), CeNA, TNA, (2'-NH)-TNA, nucleic acid based conjugates, (3-NH)- 
10 TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, (J-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, [3.2.1]-LNA, Bicyclo- 
DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, Tricyclo-DNA, 
Bicyclo[4.3.0]-DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, p-D-Ribopyranosyl- 
NA, a-L-Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, 2'-OR-RNA, a-L-RNA, and p-D-RNA. 

More preferably, the exonuclease-resistant primers are intercalating nucleic 
15 acids (INAs) formed from oligonucleotides. 

Preferably, the primers contain about 3 to 40 bases. Preferably the 
oligonucleotide primers contain about 6 to 40 bases. It will be appreciated, however, 
that the primers can be any suitable length which will confer specificity to a given region 
of DNA. 

20 Preferably, the random primers are formed of two population of INA primers, the 

first population being random X-mers containing the bases A, G and T, and the second 
population comprising random X-mers containing the bases A, C and T. 

Preferably, the primers contain about 3 to 40 bases. More preferably, the 
primers contain about 6 to 20 bases. It will be appreciated, however, that the primers 

25 can be any suitable length which will confer specificity to a given region of DNA. 

Preferably, one population of primers is capable of binding to one strand of DNA 
while the other population of primers is capable of binding to a complimentary 
synthesized strand of the DNA stand to which the first population of primers bind. 

In one preferred embodiment, the polymerase is selected from phi29 or a 
30 modified version thereof, or a functional equivalent thereof. The polymerase is phi29 
polymerase (Dean FB etal (2002), Proc, Natl. Acad. Sci, 99(8), 5261-5266). Phi29 
polymerase replication of DNA does not require periodic denaturation of the template 



DNA to remove the newly replicated strand. This replication step can be carried out at 
around 30°C degrees for example and allowed to proceed to completion. 



At present, phi29 polymerase is the first isolated polymerase which is capable of 
amplifying double stranded DNA in vitro without the need to denature the DNA as 
5 required for Taq polymerase for example. It will be appreciated, however, that any other 
polymerase with the characteristics of phi29 polymerase would also be suitable for the 
present invention. 

In another preferred embodiment, step (c) comprises providing a polymerase 
cocktail comprising a mixture of at least one proof-reading DNA polymerase and at least 
1 0 one non proof-reading DNA polymerase, wherein the ratio of proof-reading polymerase 
to non proof-reading polymerase is at least about 1 :2, together with nucleotides and 
optionally any suitable buffers or diluents to the modified DNA. 

Preferably, the proof-reading DNA polymerase is selected from Pfu polymerase, 
Pfu polymerase turbo, Vent polymerase, Vent exo- polymerase, Pwo polymerase, 9°N m 
15 DNA polymerase, Therminator, Pfx DNA polymerase, Expand DNA polymerase, rTth 
DNA polymerase, DyNAzyme™ EXT Polymerase. 

Preferably, the non proof-reading DNA polymerase is selected from Taq 
polymerase, Taq polymerase Stoffel fragment, Advantage DNA polymerase, AmpliTaq, 
Amplitaq Gold, Titanium Taq polymerase, KlenTaq DNA polymerase, Platinum Taq 
20 polymerase, Accuprime Taq polymerase. 

Preferably, the ratio of proof-reading polymerase to non-proof-reading 
polymerase is at least about 1:5, more preferably about 1:10. It will be appreciated that 
the ratio will depend on the combination of actual polymerases used. 

In a preferred embodiment, step (d) is carried out by DNA thermal cycling. 

25 Preferred conditions for amplification include, but not limited to, DNA sample, 

either denatured or not, is added to an appropriate volume of sample buffer. For each 
reaction an appropriate volume of reaction buffer is combined with polymerase and the 
material mixed by vortexing. The polymerase mix is then combined with the 
DNA/sample buffer. The amplification reaction is then left at 30°C for about 4-16 hours. 

30 The polymerase can be heat denatured at 65°C for 10 minutes. The amplified DNA is 
then stored at -20°C until required. 



In a second aspect, the present invention provides a population of random X- 
mers of exonuclease-resistant primers capable of binding to at least one strand of the 
modified DNA in whole genome amplification, where X is an integer of 3 or greater. 

Preferably, the population of primers are intercalating nucleic acids (INAs) 
5 formed from oligonucleotides. The primers are preferably formed of two populations of 
INA primers, the first population being random X-mers containing the bases A, G and T, 
and the second population comprising random X-mers containing the bases A, C and T. 
In a preferred embodiment, one population of primers is capable of binding to one strand 
of DNA while the other population of primers is capable of binding to a complimentary 
10 synthesized strand of the DNA stand to which the first population of primers bind. The 
population of primers preferably contain from 3 to 40 bases, more preferably about 6 to 
20 bases. 

In a third aspect, the present invention provides a kit containing a population of 
primers according to the second aspect of then present invention for use in whole 
15 genome amplification. 

In a fourth aspect, the present invention provides use of a population of primers 
according to the second aspect of then present invention for whole genome amplication. 

In a fifth aspect, the present invention provides a kit containing a population of 
primers according to the second aspect of then present invention, and a polymerase 
20 capable of amplifying double stranded DNA for use in whole genome amplification. 

Preferably, the polymerase is polymerase is selected from phi29, or a modified 
version thereof, or a functional equivalent thereof capable of amplifying double stranded 
DNA in vitro without the need to denature the DNA; or polymerase cocktail comprising a 
mixture of at least one proof-reading DNA polymerase and at least one non proof- 
25 reading DNA polymerase. 

An advantage of the present invention is that large amounts of genomic DNA can 
be amplified from small samples without significant mis-reading or loss of DNA. 

A further advantage of the present invention is that there is no requirement for 
thermal cycling to amplify the DNA. 
30 The present inventor has found that using exonuclease-resistant primers and 

polymerases such as phi29 or utilizing a unique blend of thermostable polymerases 
capable of amplifying bisulphite treated DNA results in the amplification of large >10 kb 



DNA fragments unlike conventional approaches such as Degenerate Oligonucleotide 
Primed-PCR. 

An advantage of the present invention is that large amounts of genomic DNA can 
be amplified from small samples without significant mis-reading or loss of DNA. 

5 The present invention is particularly suitable for amplification of genomic DNA 

from materials that may be precious or in very limited supply. Examples include, but not 
limited to, archival material stored on slides or in paraffin blocks, small cell numbers 
laser dissected samples, sampled from sources such as developing human blastocysts 
to be used in in vitro fertilization, circulating cancerous cells, pre-neoplastic or neoplastic 

10 cells from bone marrow, clinical samples, biopsies and small cell samples from forensic 
investigations. 

Throughout this specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the 
word "comprise", or variations such as "comprises" or "comprising", will be understood 
to imply the inclusion of a stated element, integer or step, or group of elements, integers 
15 or steps, but not the exclusion of any other element, integer or step, or group of 
elements, integers or steps. 

Any discussion of documents, acts, materials, devices, articles or the like which 
has been included in the present specification is solely for the purpose of providing a 
context for the present invention. It is not to be taken as an admission that any or all of 
20 these matters form part of the prior art base or were common general knowledge in the 
field relevant to the present invention as it existed in Australia before the priority date of 
each claim of this application. 

In order that the present invention may be more clearly understood, preferred 
forms will be described with reference to the following drawings and examples. 

25 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 shows the results of using the D and H populations of primers on 
bisulphite modified DNA to achieve amplification. Lane 1 : WGA amplification using D 
population primers of length 15. Lane 2: WGA amplification using H population primers 
30 of length 15. Lane 3: WGA amplification using both D15 population primers and H15 
population primers. Lane 4: WGA amplification using D+6 primer only 
(TTYGAGHHHHHHAAGYGA). Lane 5: WGA amplification using D+7 primer only 
(TTYGAGHHHHHHHAAGYGA). Lane 6: Negative control. NB. Primers D+6 and D+7 



7 



were based on the primers used by 1992 Telenius. H, et al Genomics, 13, 718-725 but 
modified so that N population primers were substituted with H for optimal amplification of 
bisulphite treated DNA 

Figure 2 shows the results of phi29 whole genome bisulphite amplification using 
5 HGS bisulphite method. Phi29 amplification of bisulphite treated genomic DNA samples 
(10 ng). Lane 1: DNA extracted from LNCaP cells, wizard column purified and 
resuspended in 0.3M NaOH. Lane 2: DNA extracted from LNCaP cells, wizard column 
purified and resuspended in T/E buffer pH 9. Lane 3: DNA extracted from LNCaP cells, 
isopropanol precipitated and resuspended in 0.3M NaOH. Lane 4 DNA extracted from 

10 LNCaP cells, isopropanol precipitated and resuspended in T/E buffer pH 9. Lane 5: 
Control LNCaP genomic DNA (not bisulphite treated). Lane 5: Negative control. 

Figure 3 shows results of whole genome amplification to determine if the 
genome is randomly amplified as assayed by whether genes selected at random are 
represented in the WGA mix. Amplification of four genes chosen at random using the 

15 WGA samples shown in Figure 1 using the samples at neat and 1/10 dilutions. DNA 
obtained from Figure 1 was used subsequently to amplify the following 4 genomic loci as 
defined by locuslink; SCGB3A1, ESR1-alpha, ESR1-beta and GSTP1. Lane 1: WGA 
amplification using D15 population primer only. Lnae 2: WGA amplification using H15 
population primer only. Lane 3: WGA amplification using D15 and H15 population 

20 primers. Lane 4: WGA amplification using D+6 primer only 

(TTYGAGHHHHHHAAGYGA). Lane 5: WGA amplification using D+6 primer only 
(TTYGAGHHHHHHHAAGYGA). Lane 6: Negative control. NB. Primers D+6 and D+7 
were based on the primers used by 1992 .Telenius. H, et al Genomics, 13, 718-725 but 
modified to include H population primers instead of N population primers. 

25 Figure 4 shows the effect of polymerases on the performance of WGA. Lane 1 : 

WGA amplification using D15 primer and H15 primers. Lane 2: WGA amplification 
using D1 5 primer and N1 5 primers. Lane 3: WGA amplification using H1 5 primer and 
N15 primers. Lane 4: No DNA Control. WGA performed using the Taq polymerase 
deletion mutant cocktail, Expand™ (Roche) and Promega Taq polymerase. 



30 
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Modes for Carrying out the Invention 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
Reagents 

Chemicals were obtained as follows: Agarose from BioRad (Hercules CA; 
5 certified molecular biology grade #161-3101); Acetic acid, glacial, from BDH (Kylsyth, 
Australia; AnalaR 100015N); ethylenediamine tetraacetic acid (EDTA) from BDH 
(AnalaR 10093.5V); Ethanol from Aldrich (St. Louis MO; 200 proof E702-3); Isopropanol 
from Sigma (St. Louis MO; 99%+ Sigma 1-9516); Mineral oil from Sigma (M-5904); 
Sodium acetate solution 3M from Sigma (S-7899); Sodium chloride from Sigma (ACS 
10 reagent S9888); and Sodium hydroxide from BDH (AnalaR #10252.4X). 

PCR master mix from Promega (Madison Wl; #M7505); and DNA markers from 
Sigma (Direct load PCR low ladder 100-1000 bp, Sigma D-3687 and 100-10 Kb, Sigma 
D-7058). 

Solutions were as follows: (1) 10 mM Tris/0.1M EDTA, pH 7.0-12.5; (2) 3M NaOH 
15 (6g in 50 ml water; BDH AnalaR #10252.4X); (3) 2M Metabisulphite (7.6 g in 20 ml water 
with 416 pi 10 N NaOH (BDH AnalaR #10356.4D); (5) 50X TAE gel electrophoresis 
buffer (242 g Trizma base, 57.1 ml glacial acetic acid, 37.2g EDTA and water to 11); and 
(6) 5X Agarose gel loading buffer (1 ml 1% Bromophenol blue (Sigma B6131), 1 ml 
Xylene Cyanol (Sigma X-4126), 3.2 ml Glycerol (Sigma G6279), 8 ul 0.5M EDTA pH 8.0, 
20 200 ul 50X TAE buffer and water to 1 0 ml). 



Tissues and Cell Lines 

Tissues and cell lines were obtained as follows: HeLa (cervical cancer cell line, 
ATCC CCL-2); LNCaP (prostate cancer cell line, ATCC #CRL-10995); HepG2 (liver 

25 cancer cell line, ATCC #HB-8065); and MCF-7 (breast cancer cell line, ATCC #HTB-22) 
were obtained from American Type Culture Collection. 

For preparation of T-medium for growth of LNCaP Cells, reagents were obtained 
from Gibco/BRL or Invitrogen, except as indicated, as follows: DMEM powder 10x 
sachets (10x11; #31600-034); F-12K Nutrient mixture, Kaighn's Modifn (500 ml; 

30 #21 127-022); L-Glutamine, 200 mM (100 ml; #25030-081); Penicillin/Streptomycin 5000 
U/ml, 5000 ug/ml (100 ml #15070-063 Thermo Trace); Foetal Bovine serum (500 ml; 
#15-010-0500V Sigma); Insulin (Bovine pancreas) (100 mg; #11882); Transferrin 



(Human) (10 mg; # T5391); d-Biotin (500 mg; #B4639); Adenine (5g; # A3159); T3 

(#T6397 or#T5516). 

T-media (500 ml) was prepared as follows: DMEM stock solution was prepared 

by adding 3.7 g Sodium bicarbonate per liter and adjusting the pH to between 7.2-7.4. 
5 To 400 ml of DMEM stock solution, the following reagents were added: 100 ml of F-12K; 

250 pi of insulin (10 mg/ml); 1.0 ml T3 (500x; Tri-iodothyronine; 6.825 ng/ml); 1.0 ml 

transferrin (500x; 2.5 mg/ml); 1.0 ml Biotin (500x; 0.122 mg/ml); 4.0 ml Adenine (125x; 

3.125 mg/ml); 5.5 ml Penicillin/Streptomycin (100x; 5000 ug/ml); and 5.5 ml Glutamine 

(100x; 200 mM). After sterile filtration, 50 ml of Foetal Bovine Serum was added to 
10 give10%. 



Table 1 sets out the cell lines and growing conditions used in the experiments outlined 
below. 



NAME 


Cell Type 


GROWING CONDITIONS 


BL13 


Bladder Cancer 


RPM1 + 10%HIFCS 
Split 1:3, 2x week 


HeLa 


Cervical Carcinoma 


RPM1 + 10% HI FCS for initial rapid growth 
then DMEM + 10% HI FCS for slower growth. 
Split 1:10, 2x week 


HepG2 


Liver 

Carcinoma 


DMEM (high glucose 4.5 g/l) + 10% HI FCS + 
2 mM Glutamine. 
Split 1 :4 2x week 


LNCAP 


Prostate Cancer 
(Methylated) 


DMEM (low glucose) + 10% HI FCS +2 mM 
Glutamine + Lots of other supplements, see 
LNCaP growth method sheet above. 


MCF7 


Breast Cancer 


RPM1 + 10% HI FCS 
Split 1:6, 2x week 



Purification of T-cells and CD34+ cells from whole blood 



Samples were obtained from a patient undergoing leukapheresis at the Royal 
North Shore Hospital, Sydney. Samples were obtained with prior Ethics Committee 
approval. White blood cells were concentrated using Ficoll Paque plus (Amersham 
5 Biosciences #17-1440-03; Piscataway NJ) according to the manufacturers instructions. 
T-cells and CD34+ cells were isolated from the white cell population using CELLection 
CD2 Dynabeads (Dynal #1 16.03; Lake Success NY) and Dynal CD34 Progenitor Cell 
selection system (Dynal #1 13.01) respectively according to the manufacturers 
instructions. 

10 

Equipment 

The following equipment was used: the PCR machine was ThenmalHybaid PX2 
(Sydney, Australia) the Gel Documentation System was a Kodak UVItec EDAS 290 
(Rochester NY), and the microfuge was an Eppendorf 541 5-D (Brinkman Instruments; 
15 Westbury NY). 

DNA amplification 

PCR amplifications were performed in 25 ul reaction mixtures containing 2 ul of 
bisulphite-treated genomic DNA, using the Promega PCR master mix, 6 ng/ul of each of 

20 the primers. . 1 st round PCR amplifications were carried out using the fully nested PCR 
primers combinations. Following 1 st round amplification 1 pi of the amplified material 
was transferred to 2 nd round PCR premixes containing the internal PCR primer 
combinationand amplified in a ThermoHybaid PX2 thermal cycler under the conditions: 1 
cycle of 95°C for 4 minutes,; followed by 30 cycles of 95°C for 1 minute, 50°C for 2 

25 minutes and 72°C for 2 minutes; 1 cycle of 72°C for 10 minutes. 

DNA separation 

2% agarose gels were prepared in 1 % TAE containing 1 drop ethidium bromide 
(CLP #5450) per 50 ml of agarose. The DNA sample of interest was mixed with M5 m 
30 volume 5X agarose loading buffer and electrophoresed at 125 mA in X1 TAE using a 
submarine horizontal electrophoresis tank. Markers were the low 100-1000 bp type. 
Gels were visualised under UV irradiation using the Kodak UVIdoc EDAS 290 system. 



Bisulphite treatment of DNA 

An exemplary protocol demonstrating the effectiveness of the bisulphite 
treatment according to the present invention is set out below. The protocol successfully 
resulted in retaining substantially all DNA treated. This method of the invention is also 
5 referred to herein as the Human Genetic Signatures (HGS) method. It will be 
appreciated that the volumes or amounts of sample or reagents can be varied. 

Preferred method for bisulphite treatment can be found in US 10/428310 
incorporated herein by reference. 

To 2 ug of DNA in a volume of 20 ul, 2.2 pi (1/10 volume) of 3 M NaOH (6 g in 50 
10 ml water, freshly made). This step denatures the double stranded DNA molecules into a 
single stranded form, since the bisulphite reagent preferably reacts with single stranded 
molecules. The mixture was incubated at 37°C for 15 minutes. Incubation at 
temperatures above room temperature can be used to improve the efficiency of 
denaturation. 

15 After the incubation, 208 ul 2 M Sodium Metabisulphite (7.6 g in 20 ml water with 

416 ml 10 N NaOH; BDH AnalaR #10356.4D; freshly made) was added in succession. 
The sample was overlaid with 200 pi of mineral oil. The overlaying of mineral oil 
prevents evaporation and oxidation of the reagents but is not essential. The sample 
was then incubated overnight at 55°C. 

20 After the treatment with Sodium Metabisulphite, the oil was removed, and 1 pi 

tRNA (20 mg/ml) or 1 pi glycogen were added if the DNA concentration was low. These 
additives are optional and can be used to improve the yield of DNA obtained by co- 
precitpitating with the target DNA especially when the DNA is present at low 
concentrations. 

25 An isopropanol cleanup treatment was performed as follows: 800 pi of water 

were added to the sample, mixed and then 1 ml 100% isopropanol was added. The 
water or buffer reduces the concentration of the bisulphite salt in the reaction vessel to a 
level at which the salt will not precipitate along with the target nucleic acid of interest. 
The sample was mixed again and left at 4°C for a minimum of 30 minutes. The 

30 sample was spun in a microfuge for 10-15 minutes and the pellet was washed 2x with 
80% ETOH, vortexing each time. This washing treatment removed any residual salts 
that precipitated with the nucleic acids. 

The pellet was allowed to dry and then resuspended in a suitable volume of T/E 
(10 mM Tris/0.1 mM EDTA) pH 7.0-12.5 such as 50 pi. Buffer at pH 10.5 has been 
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found to be particularly effective. The sample was incubated at 37°C to 95°C for 1 min 
to 96 hr, as needed to suspend the nucleic acids. The use of the above methods does 
not lead to degradation of the genomic DNA during the bisulphite conversion procedure 
unlike conventional bisulphite methods that have been shown to result in the loss of up 
5 to 96% of the starting DNA (2001 , Grunau C et al, Nucleic Acids Research, 

1:29(1 3):E65-5). Therefore the bisulphite treated DNA can now be used in WGA to 
obtain a true representation of the original starting DNA template. 

Nucleic acids 

10 The term "nucleic acid" covers the naturally occurring nucleic acids, DNA and 

RNA and their methylated or unmethylated derivatives thereof. The term "nucleic acid 
analogues" covers derivatives of the naturally occurring nucleic acids, DNA and RNA, as 
well as synthetic analogues of naturally occurring nucleic acids. Synthetic analogues 
comprise one or more nucleotide analogues. The term nucleotide analogue includes all 

15 nucleotide analogues capable of being incorporated into a nucleic acid backbone and 
capable of specific base-pairing (see below), essentially like naturally occurring 
nucleotides. 

The term "nucleic acid" also covers methylated DNA, methylated RNA, DNA 
containing adducts and RNA covalently bound to proteins. 

20 Hence the terms "nucleic acid" or "nucleic acid analogues" designate any 

molecule which essentially consists of a plurality of nucleotides and/or nucleotide 
analogues and/or intercalator pseudonucleotides. Nucleic acids or nucleic acid 
analogues useful for the present invention may comprise a number of different 
nucleotides with different backbone monomer units. 

25 Preferably, single strands of nucleic acids or nucleic acid analogues are capable 

of hybridising with a substantially complementary single stranded nucleic acid and/or 
nucleic acid analogue to form a double stranded nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue. 
More preferably such a double stranded analogue is capable of forming a double helix. 
Preferably, the double helix is formed due to hydrogen bonding, more preferably, the 

30 double helix is a double helix selected from the group consisting of double helices of A 
form, B form, Z form and intermediates thereof. 

Hence, nucleic acids and nucleic acid analogues useful for the present invention 
include, but is not limited to DNA, RNA, LNA, PNA, MNA, ANA, HNA, INA and mixtures 
thereof and hybrids thereof, as well as phosphorous atom modifications thereof, such as 
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but not limited to phosphorothioates, methyl phospholates, phosphoramidites, 
phosphorodithiates, phosphoroselenoates, phosphotriesters and phosphoboranoates. 
In addition non-phosphorous containing compounds may be used for linking to 
nucleotides such as but not limited to methyliminomethyl, formacetate, thioformacetate 
5 and linking groups comprising amides. In particular nucleic acids and nucleic acid 
analogues may comprise one or more intercalator pseudonucleotides to form an INA. 

Within this context "mixture" is meant to cover a nucleic acid or nucleic acid 
analogue strand comprising different kinds of nucleotides or nucleotide analogues. 
Furthermore, within this context, "hybrid" is meant to cover nucleic acids or nucleic acid 

10 analogues comprising one strand which comprises nucleotide or nucleotide analogue 
with one or more kinds of backbone and another strands which comprises nucleotide or 
nucleotide analogue with different kinds of backbone. 

By INA is meant an intercalating nucleic acid in accordance with the teaching of 
WO 03/051901, WO 03/052132, WO 03/052133 and WO 03/052134 (Unest A/S) 

15 incorporated herein by reference. An INA is an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue comprising one or more intercalator pseudonucleotide (IPN) molecules. 

By HNA is meant nucleic acids as for example described by Van Aetschot et al., 
1995. By MNA is meant nucleic acids as described by Hossain et al, 1998. ANA refers 
to nucleic acids described by Allert et al, 1999. LNA may be any LNA molecule as 

20 described in WO 99/14226 (Exiqon), preferably, LNA is selected from the molecules 
depicted in the abstract of WO 99/14226. More preferably, LNA is a nucleic acid as 
described in Singh et al, 1998, Koshkin et al, 1998 or Obika et al., 1997. PNA refers to 
peptide nucleic acids as for example described by Nielsen et al, 1991 . 

The term nucleotide designates the building blocks of nucleic acids or nucleic 

25 acid analogues and the term nucleotide covers naturally occurring nucleotides and 
derivatives thereof as well as nucleotides capable of performing essentially the same 
functions as naturally occurring nucleotides and derivatives thereof. Naturally occurring 
nucleotides comprise deoxyribonucleotides comprising one of the four main 
nucleobases adenine (A), thymine (T), guanine (G) or cytosine (C), and ribonucleotides 

30 comprising on of the four nucleobases adenine (A), uracil (U), guanine (G) or cytosine 
(C). In addition to the main or common bases above, other less common naturally 
occurring bases which can exist in some nucleic acid molecules include 5-methyl 
cytosine (met-C) and 6-methyl adenine (met-A). 

Nucleotide analogues may be any nucleotide like molecule that is capable of 

35 being incorporated into a nucleic acid backbone and capable of specific base-pairing. 
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Non-naturally occurring nucleotides includes, but is not limited to the nucleotides 
comprised within DNA, RNA, PNA, INA, HNA, MNA, ANA, LNA, CNA, CeNA, TNA, (2'- 
NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, p-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, 
[3.2.1]-LNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, 
5 Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]-DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, p-D- 
Ribopyranosyl-NA, a-L-Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, a-L-RNA or a-D-RNA, (3-D-RNA. 

The function of nucleotides and nucleotide analogues is to be able to interact 
specifically with complementary nucleotides via hydrogen bonding of the nucleobases of 
the complementary nucleotides as well as to be able to be incorporated into a nucleic 

10 acid or nucleic acid analogue. Naturally occurring nucleotide, as well as some 

nucleotide analogues are capable of being enzymatically incorporated into a nucleic acid 
or nucleic acid analogue, for example by RNA or DNA polymerases. However, 
nucleotides or nucleotide analogues may also be chemically incorporated into a nucleic 
acid or nucleic acid analogue. 

15 Furthermore nucleic acids or nucleic acid analogues may be prepared by 

coupling two smaller nucleic acids or nucleic acid analogues to another, for example this 
may be done enzymatically by ligases or it may be done chemically. 

Nucleotides or nucleotide analogues comprise a backbone monomer unit and a 
nucleobase. The nucleobase may be a naturally occurring nucleobase or a derivative 

20 thereof or an analogue thereof capable of performing essentially the same function. The 
function of a nucleobase is to be capable of associating specifically with one or more 
other nucleobases via hydrogen bonds. Thus it is an important feature of a nucleobase 
that it can only form stable hydrogen bonds with one or a few other nucleobases, but 
that it can not form stable hydrogen bonds with most other nucleobases usually 

25 including itself. The specific interaction of one nucleobase with another nucleobase is 
generally termed "base-pairing". 

The base pairing results in a specific hybridisation between predetermined and 
complementary nucleotides. Complementary nucleotides are nucleotides that comprise 
nucleobases that are capable of base-pairing. 

30 Of the common naturally occurring nucleobases, adenine (A) pairs with thymine 

(T) or uracil (U); and guanine (G) pairs with cytosine (C). Accordingly, a nucleotide 
comprising A is complementary to a nucleotide comprising either T or U, and a 
nucleotide comprising G is complementary to a nucleotide comprising C. 
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Nucleotides may further be derivatized to comprise an appended molecular 
entity. The nucleotides can be derivatized on the nucleobases or on the backbone 
monomer unit. Preferred sites of derivatization on the bases include the 8-position of 
adenine, the 5-position of uracil, the 5- or 6-position of cytosine, and the 7-position of 

5 guanine. The heterocyclic modifications can be grouped into three structural classes: 
Enhanced base stacking, additional hydrogen bonding, and the combination of these 
classes. Modifications that enhance base stacking by expanding the rc-electron cloud of 
the planar systems are represented by conjugated, lipophilic modifications in the 5- 
position of pyrimidines and the 7-position of 7-deaza-purines. Substitutions in the 5- 

10 position of pyrimidines modifications include propynes, hexynes, thiazoles and simply a 
methyl group; and substituents in the 7-position of 7-deaza purines include iodo, 
propynyl, and cyano groups. It is also possible to modify the 5-position of cytosine from 
propynes to five-membered heterocycles and to tricyclic fused systems, which emanate 
from the 4- and 5-position (cytosine clamps). A second type of heterocycle modification 

15 is represented by the 2-amino-adenine where the additional amino group provides 

another hydrogen bond in the A-T base pair, analogous to the three hydrogen bonds in 
a G-C base pair. Heterocycle modifications providing a combination of effects are 
represented by 2-amino-7-deaza-7-modified adenine and the tricyclic cytosine analog 
having an ethoxyamino functional group of heteroduplexes. Furthermore, N2-modified 

20 2-amino adenine modified oligonucleotides are among commonly modifications. 

Preferred sites of derivatisation on ribose or deoxyribose moieties are modifications of 
non-connecting carbon positions C-2' and C-4', modifications of connecting carbons C- 
1', C-3" and C-5', replacement of sugar oxygen, 0-4", anhydro sugar modifications 
(conformational restricted), cyclosugar modifications (conformational restricted), 

25 ribofuranosyl ring size change, connection sites - sugar to sugar, (C-3' to C-57 C-2' to 
C-5'), hetero-atom ring - modified sugars and combinations of above modifications. 
However, other sites may be derivatised, as long as the overall base pairing specificity 
of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue is not disrupted. Finally, when the backbone 
monomer unit comprises a phosphate group, the phosphates of some backbone 

30 monomer units may be derivatised. 

Oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue as used herein are molecules 
essentially consisting of a sequence of nucleotides and/or nucleotide analogues and/or 
intercalator pseudonucleotides. Preferably oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue 
comprises 5 to 100 individual nucleotides. Oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogues 

35 may comprise DNA, RNA, LIMA, 2'-0-methyl RNA, PNA, ANA, HNA and mixtures 



thereof, as well as any other nucleotide and/or nucleotide analogue and/or intercalator 
pseudonucleotide. 



Corresponding nucleic acids 
5 Nucleic acids, nucleic acid analogues, oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide 

analogues are considered to be corresponding when they are capable of hybridising. 
Preferably corresponding nucleic acids, nucleic acid analogues, oligonucleotides or 
oligonucleotide analogues are capable of hybridising under low stringency conditions, 
more preferably corresponding nucleic acids, nucleic acid analogues, oligonucleotides 

10 or oligonucleotide analogues are capable of hybridising under medium stringency 
conditions, more preferably corresponding nucleic acids, nucleic acid analogues, 
oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues are capable of hybridising under high 
stringency conditions. 

High stringency conditions as used herein shall denote stringency as normally 

15 applied in connection with Southern blotting and hybridisation as described e.g. by 

Southern E. M., 1975, J. Mol. Biol. 98:503-517. For such purposes it is routine practise 
to include steps of prehybridization and hybridization. Such steps are normally 
performed using solutions containing 6x SSPE, 5% Denhardt's, 0.5% SDS, 50% 
formamide, 100 ug/ml denatured salmon testis DNA (incubation for 18 hrs at 42°C), 

20 followed by washing with 2x SSC and 0.5% SDS (at room temperature and at 37°C), 
and washing with 0.1x SSC and 0.5% SDS (incubation at 68°C for 30 min), as described 
by Sambrook et al., 1989, in "Molecular Cloning/A Laboratory Manual", Cold Spring 
Harbor), which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Medium stringency conditions as used herein shall denote hybridisation in a 

25 buffer containing 1 mM EDTA, 10mM Na 2 HP0 4 H 2 0, 140 mM NaCI, at pH 7.0. 
Preferably, around 1 .5 uM of each nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue strand is 
provided. Alternatively medium stringency may denote hybridisation in a buffer 
containing 50 mM KCI, 10 mM TRIS-HCI (pH 9,0), 0.1% Triton X-100, 2 mM MgCI2 . 

Low stringency conditions denote hybridisation in a buffer constituting 1 M NaCI, 

30 10 mM Na 3 P0 4 at pH 7,0. 

Alternatively, corresponding nucleic acids, nucleic acid analogues, 
oligonucleotides or oligonucleotides, nucleic acid analogues, oligonucleotides or 
oligonucleotides substantially complementary to each other over a given sequence, 
such as more than 70% complementary, for example more than 75% complementary, 
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such as more than 80% complementary, for example more than 85% complementary, 
such as more than 90% complementary, for example more than 92% complementary, 
such as more than 94% complementary, for example more than 95% complementary, 
such as more than 96% complementary, for example more than 97% complementary. 
5 Preferably the given sequence is at least 10 nucleotides long, such as at least 15 

nucleotides, for example at least 20 nucleotides, such as at least 25 nucleotides, for 
example at least 30 nucleotides, such as between 10 and 500 nucleotides, for example 
between 10 and 100 nucleotides long, such as between 10 and 50 nucleotides long. 
More preferably corresponding oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues are 
10 substantially complementary over their entire length. 

Cross-hybridisation 

The term cross-hybridisation covers unintended hybridisation between at least 
two nucleic acids or nucleic acid analogues. Hence the term cross-hybridization may be 

1 5 used to describe the hybridisation of for example a nucleic acid probe or nucleic acid 
analogue probe sequence to other nucleic acid sequences or nucleic acid analogue 
sequences than its intended target sequence. 

Often cross-hybridization occurs between a probe and one or more 
corresponding non-target sequences, even though these have a lower degree of 

20 complementarity than the probe and its corresponding target sequence. This unwanted 
effect could be due to a large excess of probe over target and/or fast annealing kinetics. 
Cross-hybridization also occurs by hydrogen bonding between few nucleobase pairs, 
e.g. between primers in a PCR reaction, resulting in primer dimer formation and/ or 
formation of unspecific PCR products. 

25 Nucleic acids comprising one or more nucleotide analogues with high affinity for 

nucleotide analogues of the same type tend to form dimer or higher order complexes 
based on base pairing. Probes comprising nucleotide analogues such as, but not 
limited to, LNA, 2'-0-methyl RNA and PNA generally have a high affinity for hybridising 
to other oligonucleotide analogues comprising backbone monomer units of the same 

30 type. Hence even though individual probe molecules only have a low degree of 
complementarity they tend to hybridize. 
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Self-hybridisation 

The term self-hybridisation covers the process wherein a nucleic acid or nucleic 
acid analogue molecule anneals to itself by folding back on itself, generating a 
secondary structure like for example a hairpin structure, or one molecule binding to 
5 another identical molecule leading to aggregation of the molecules. In most applications 
it is of importance to avoid self-hybridization. Furthermore, self hybridzation can also 
increase background signal and importantly decrease the sensitivity of molecular 
biological methods or assays. The generation of secondary structures may inhibit 
hybridisation with desired nucleic acid target sequences. This is undesired in most 

10 assays for example when the nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue is used as primer in 
PCR reactions or as fluorophore/ quencher labelled probe for exonuclease assays. In 
both assays, self-hybridisation will inhibit hybridization to the target nucleic acid and 
additionally the degree of fluorophore quenching in the exonuclease assay is lowered. 
Nucleic acids comprising one or more nucleotide analogues with high affinity for 

15 nucleotide analogues of the same type tend to self-hybridize. Probes comprising 
nucleotide analogues such as, but not limited to, LNA, 2'-0-methyl RNA and PNA 
generally have a high affinity for self-hybridising. Hence even though individual probe 
molecules only have a low degree of self-complementary they tend to self-hybridize. 

20 Melting temperature 

Melting of nucleic acids refer to the separation of the two strands of a double- 
stranded nucleic acid molecule. The melting temperature (T m ) denotes the temperature 
in degrees celsius at which 50% helical (hybridized) versus coil (unhybridized) forms are 
present. 

25 A high melting temperature is indicative of a stable complex and accordingly of a 

high affinity between the individual strands. Similarly, a low melting temperature is 
indicative of a relatively low affinity between the individual strands. Accordingly, usually 
strong hydrogen bonding between the two strands results in a high melting temperature. 
Furthermore, intercalation of an intercalator between nucleobases of a double 

30 stranded nucleic acid may also stabilise double stranded nucleic acids and accordingly 
result in a higher melting temperature. 

In addition, the melting temperature is dependent on the physical/chemical state 
of the surroundings. For example the melting temperature is dependent on salt 
concentration and pH. 
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The melting temperature may be determined by a number of assays, for example 
it may be determined by using the UV spectrum to determine the formation and 
breakdown (melting) of hybridisation. 

Intercalator pseudonucleotide (IPN) 

Pseudonucleotides or polynucleotide analogues comprising intercalators and 
having one or more of the following desirable characteristics: 

Intercalate into the double helix at a predetermined position; 
Substantially increase the affinity for DNA; 
Inhibit or decrease self and cross hybridisation; 
Discriminate between different nucleic acids, such as RNA and DNA; 
Substantially increase the specificity of hybridisation; 
Increase nuclease stability; 
Enhance strand invasion significantly; 
Show a change in fluorescence intensity upon hybridisation. 
An intercalator pseudonucleotide (IPN) has the general structure: 

X-Y-Q 

20 wherein 

X is a backbone monomer unit capable of being incorporated into the backbone 
of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue, 

Q is an intercalator comprising at least one essentially flat conjugated system, 
which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of DNA; and 
25 Y is a linker moiety linking the backbone monomer unit and the intercalator. 

More preferably an intercalator pseudonucleotide has the general structure: 

X-Y-Q 



10 



30 wherein 
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X is a backbone monomer unit capable of being incorporated into the backbone 
of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue of the general formula, 

Ri-£r 2 Jr« 

wherein n = 1 to 6 
5 Ri is a trivalent or pentavalent substituted phosphor atom, 

R 2 is individually selected from an atom capable of forming at least two bonds, R 2 
optionally being individually substituted, and 
R 6 is a protecting group; 

Q is an intercalator comprising at least one essentially flat conjugated system, 
10 which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of DNA; and 

Y is a linker moiety linking any of R 2 of the backbone monomer unit and the 
intercalator; and 

wherein the total length of Q and Y is in the range from about 7 a to 20 a. 

When the intercalator is pyrene, for example, the total length of Q and Y is in the 
15 range from about 9 A to 13 A, preferably from about 9 A to 11 A. 

By the term "incorporated into the backbone of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid 
analogue" is meant that the intercalator pseudonucleotide may be inserted into a 
sequence of nucleic acids and/or nucleic acid analogues. 

By the term "flat conjugated system" is meant that substantially all atoms 
20 included in the conjugated system are located in one plane. 

By the term "essentially flat conjugated system" is meant that at most 20% of all 
atoms included in the conjugated system are not located in the one plane at any time. 

By the term "conjugated system" is meant a structural unit containing chemical 
bonds with overlap of atomic p orbitals of three or more adjacent atoms (Gold et al., 
25 1987. Compendium of Chemical Terminology, Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford, 
UK). 

Co-stacking is used in short for coaxial stacking. Coaxial stacking is an 
energetically favorable structure where flat molecules align on top of each other (flat 
side against flat side) along a common axis in a stack-like structure. Co-stacking 
30 requires interaction between two pi-electron clouds of individual molecules. In the case 
of intercalator pseudonucleotides, co-stacking with nucleobases in a duplex, preferably 
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there is an interaction with a pi electron system on an opposite strand, more preferably 
there is interaction with pi electron systems on both strands. Co-stacking interactions 
are found both inter- and intra-molecularly. For example nucleic acids adopt a duplex 
structure to allow nucleobase co-stacking. 
5 Furthermore, the intercalator pseudonucleotide comprises a backbone monomer 

unit, wherein the backbone monomer unit is capable of being incorporated into the 
phosphate backbone of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue in a manner so that at 
the most 4 atoms are separating the two phosphor atoms of the backbone that are 
closest to the intercalator. 

10 The intercalator pseudonucleotides preferably do not comprise a nucleobase 

capable of forming Watson-Crick hydrogen bonding. Hence intercalator 
pseudonucleotides are preferably not capable of Watson-Crick base pairing. 

Preferably, the total length of Q and Y is in the range from about 7 A to 20 A, 
more preferably, from about 8 A to 15 A, even more preferably from about 8 A to 13 A, 

15 even more preferably from about 8.4 A to 12 A, most preferably from about 8.59 A to 
10 A or from about 8.4 A to 10.5 A. 

When the intercalator is pyrene for example, the total length of Q and Y is 
preferably in the range of about 8 A to 13 A, such as from about 9 A to 13 A, more 
preferably from about 9.05 A to 1 1 A, such as from about 9.0 A to 1 1 A, even more 

20 preferably from about 9.05 to 1 0 A, such as from about 9.0 to 1 0A, most preferably 
about 9.8 A. 

The total length of the linker (Y) and the intercalator (Q) should be determined by 
determining the distance from the center of the non-hydrogen atom of the linker which is 
furthest away from the intercalator to the center of the non-hydrogen atom of the 

25 essentially flat, conjugated system of the intercalator that is furthest away from the 
backbone monomer unit. Preferably, the distance should be the maximal distance in 
which bonding angles and normal chemical laws are not broken or distorted in any way. 

The distance should preferably be determined by calculating the structure of the 
free intercalator pseudonucleotide with the lowest conformational energy level, and then 

30 determining the maximum distance that is possible from the center of the non-hydrogen 
atom of the linker which is furthest away from the intercalator to the center of the non- 
hydrogen atom of the essentially flat, conjugated system of the intercalator that is 
furthest away from the backbone monomer unit without bending, stretching or otherwise 
distorting the structure more than simple rotation of bonds that are free to rotate (e.g. not 



22 

double bonds or bonds participating in a ring structure). Preferably the energetically 
favorable structure is found by ab initio or force fields calculations. 

The distance can be determined by a method consisting of the following steps: 

the structure of the intercalator pseudonucleotide of interest is drawn by 
5 computer using the programme ChemWindow® 6.0 (BioRad); 

the structure is transferred to the computer programme SymApps™ (BioRad); 

the 3-dimensional structure comprising calculated lengths of bonds and bonding 
angles of the intercalator pseudonucleotide is calculated using the computer programme 
SymApps™ (BioRad); 

10 the 3 dimensional structure is transferred to the computer programme RasWin 

Molecular Graphics Ver. 2.6-ucb; 

the bonds are rotated using RasWin Molecular Graphics Ver. 2.6-ucb to obtain 
the maximal distance (the distance as defined herein above); and 
the distance is determined. 
1 5 Intercalator pseudonucleotides may be any combination of the above mentioned 

backbone monomer units, linkers and intercalators. 

In another preferred form, the intercalator pseudonucleotide is selected from the 
group consisting of phosphoramidites of 1-(4,4'-dimethoxytriphenylmethyloxy)-3- 
pyrenemethyloxy-2-propanol. Even more preferably, the intercalator pseudonucleotide 
20 is selected from the group consisting of the phosphoramidite of (S)-1-(4,4'- 

dimethoxytriphenylmethyloxy)-3-pyrenemethyloxy-2-propanol and the phosphoramidite 
of (R)-1-(4,4'-dimethoxytriphenylmethyloxy)-3-pyrenemethyloxy-2-propanol. 

Backbone monomer unit 

25 Any suitable backbone monomer unit may be employed. The backbone 

monomer unit comprises the part of an intercalator pseudonucleotide that may be 
incorporated into the backbone of an oligonucleotide or an oligonucleotide analogue. In 
addition, the backbone monomer unit may comprise one or more leaving groups, 
protecting groups and/or reactive groups, which may be removed or changed in any way 

30 during synthesis or subsequent to synthesis of an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue comprising the backbone monomer unit. 
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The term 'backbone monomer unit' only includes the backbone monomer unit 
perse and it does not include, for example, a linker connecting a backbone monomer 
unit to an intercalator. Hence, the intercalator as well as the linker is not part of the 
backbone monomer unit. 
5 Accordingly, backbone monomer units only include atoms, wherein the monomer 

is incorporated into a sequence, are selected from the group consisting of 

atoms which are capable of forming a linkage to the backbone monomer unit of a 
neighboring nucleotide; or 

atoms which at least at two sites are connected to other atoms of the backbone 
10 monomer unit; or 

atoms which at one site is connected to the backbone monomer unit and 
otherwise is not connected with other atoms. 

Backbone monomer unit atoms are thus defined as the atoms involved in the 
direct linkage (shortest path) between the backbone Phosphor-atoms of neighbouring 
15 nucleotides, when the monomer is incorporated into a sequence, wherein the 
neighbouring nucleotides are naturally occurring nucleotides. 

The backbone monomer unit may be any suitable backbone monomer unit. The 
backbone monomer unit may for example be selected from the group consisting of the 
backbone monomer units of DNA, RNA, PNA, INA, HNA, MNA, ANA, LNA, CNA, CeNA, 
20 TNA, (2'-NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, 0-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D- 
Ribo-LNA, [3.2.1J-LNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a- 
Bicyclo-DNA, Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0)-DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, 
Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, (3-D-Ribopyranosyl-NA, cc-L-Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, a- 
L-RNA or a-D-RNA, (3-D-RNA. 
25 The backbone monomer unit of LNA (locked nucleic acid) is a sterically restricted 

DNA backbone monomer unit, which comprises an intramolecular bridge that restricts 
the usual conformational freedom of a DNA backbone monomer unit. LNA may be any 
LNA molecule as described in WO 99/14226 (Exiqon). Preferred LNA comprises a 
methyl linker connecting the 2'-0 position to the 4'-C position, however other LNA's such 
30 as LNA's wherein the 2' oxy atom is replaced by either nitrogen or sulphur are also 
comprised within the present invention. 

The backbone monomer unit of intercalator pseudonucleotides preferably have 
the general structure before being incorporated into an oligonucleotide and/or nucleotide 
analogue: 
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wherein 



5 



n = 1 to 6, preferably n = 2 to 6, more preferably n = 3 to 6, more preferably n= 2 
to 5, more preferably n = 3 to 5, more preferably n = 3 to 4; 



Ri is a trivalent or pentavalent substituted phosphor atom, preferably Ri is 



R 9 
R 3 



P 



or 




10 wherein 

R 2 may individually be selected from an atom capable of forming at least two 
bonds, the atom optionally being individually substituted, preferably R 2 is individually 
selected from O, S, N, C, P, optionally individually substituted. By the term "individually" 
is meant that R 2 can represent one, two or more different groups in the same molecule. 

15 The bonds between two R 2 may be saturated or unsaturated or a part of a ring system or 
a combination thereof. Each R 2 may individually be substituted with any suitable 
substituent, such as a substituent selected from H, lower alkyl, C2-C6 alkenyl, C6-C10 
aryl, C7-C11 arylmethyl, C2-C7 acyloxymethyl, C3-C8 alkoxycarbonyloxy methyl, C7- 
C11 aryloyloxymethyl, C3-C8 S-acyl-2-thioethyl. 

20 An "alkyl" group refers to an optionally substituted saturated aliphatic 

hydrocarbon, including straight-chain, branched-chain, and cyclic alkyl groups. 
Preferably, the alkyl group has 1 to 25 carbons and contains no more than 20 
heteroatoms. More preferably, it is a lower alkyl of from 1 to 12 carbons, more 
preferably 1 to 6 carbons, more preferably 1 to 4 carbons. Heteroatoms are preferably 

25 selected from the group consisting of nitrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, and oxygen. 

An "alkenyl" group refers to an optionally substituted hydrocarbon containing at 
least one double bond, including straight-chain, branched-chain, and cyclic alkenyl 
groups, all of which may be optionally substituted. Preferably, the alkenyl group has 2 to 
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25 carbons and contains no more than 20 heteroatoms. More preferably, it is a lower 
alkenyl of from 2 to 12 carbons, more preferably 2 to 4 carbons. Heteroatoms are 
preferably selected from the group consisting of nitrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, and 
oxygen. 

5 An "alkynyl" group refers to an optionally substituted unsaturated hydrocarbon 

containing at least one triple bond, including straight-chain, branched-chain, and cyclic 
alkynyl groups, all of which may be optionally substituted. Preferably, the alkynyl group 
has 2 to 25 carbons and contains no more than 20 heteroatoms. More preferably, it is a 
lower alkynyl of from 2 to 1 2 carbons, more preferably 2 to 4 carbons. Heteroatoms are 
10 preferably selected from the group consisting of nitrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, and 
oxygen. 

An "aryl" refers to an optionally substituted aromatic group having at least one 
ring with a conjugated pi electron system and includes carbocyclic aryl, heterocyclic aryl, 
bi-aryl, and tri-aryl groups. Examples of aryl substitution substituents include alkyl, 

15 alkenyl, alkynyl, aryl, amino, substituted amino, carboxy, hydroxy, alkoxy, nitro, sulfonyl, 
halogen, thiol and aryloxy. 

A "carbocyclic aryl" refers to an aryl where all the atoms on the aromatic ring are 
carbon atoms. The carbon atoms are optionally substituted as described above for an 
aryl. Preferably, the carbocyclic aryl is an optionally substituted phenyl. 

20 A "heterocyclic aryl" refers to an aryl having 1 to 3 heteroatoms as ring atoms in 

the aromatic ring and the remainder of the ring atoms are carbon atoms. Suitable 
heteroatoms include oxygen, sulfur, and nitrogen. Examples of heterocyclic aryls include 
furanyl, thienyl, pyridyl, pyrrolyl, N-lower alkyl pyrrolo, pyrimidyl, pyrazinyl, and 
imidazolyl. The heterocyclic aryl is optionally substituted as described above for an aryl. 

25 The substituents on two or more R 2 may alternatively join to form a ring system, 

such as any of the ring systems as defined above. Preferably R 2 is substituted with an 
atom or a group selected from H, methyl, R 4 , hydroxyl, halogen, and amino, more 
preferably R 2 is substituted with an atom or a group selected from H, methyl, R 4 More 
preferably R 2 is individually selected from O, S, NH, N(Me), N(R 4 ), C(R 4 ) 2 , CH(R 4 ) or 

30 CH 2 , wherein R 4 is as defined below. 

R 3 is methyl, beta-cyanoethyl, p-nitrophenetyl, o-chlorophenyl, or p-chlorophenyl. 
R 4 is lower alkyl, preferably lower alkyl such as methyl, ethyl, or isopropyl, or 
heterocyclic, such as morpholino, pyrrolidine or 2,2,6,6-tetramethylpyrrolidino, wherein 
lower alkyl is defined as Ci - C 6 , such as Ci - C 4 . 
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R5 is alkyl, alkoxy, aryl or H, with the proviso that R5 is H when X2 = O", preferably 
R 5 is selected from lower alkyl, lower alkoxy, aryloxy. In a preferred embodiment aryloxy 
is selected from phenyl, naphtyl or pyridine. 

R 6 is a protecting group, selected from any suitable protecting groups. 
5 Preferably R 6 is selected from the group consisting of trityl, monomethoxytrityl, 2- 
chlorotrityl, 1,1,1,2-tetrachloro-2,2-bis(p-methoxyphenyl)-ethan (DATE), 9- 
phenylxanthine-9-yl (pixyl) and 9-(p-methoxyphenyl) xanthine-9-yl (MOX) or other 
protecting groups mentioned in "Current Protocols In Nucleic Acid Chemistry" volume 1, 
Beaucage et al. Wiley. More preferably, the protecting group may be selected from the 
10 group consisting of monomethoxytrityl and dimethoxytrityl. Most preferably, the 
protecting group may be 4, 4'-dimethoxytrityl (DMT). 

R 9 is selected from O, S, N optionally substituted, preferably R 9 is selected from 
O, S, NH, N(Me). 

R10 is selected from O, S, N, C, optionally substituted. 
15 X, is selected from CI, Br, I, or N(R 4 ) 2 

X 2 is selected from CI, Br, I, N(R 4 ) 2 , or O" 

As described above with respect to the substituents the backbone monomer unit 
can be acyclic or part of a ring system. 

Preferably, the backbone monomer unit of an intercalator pseudonucleotide is 
20 selected from the group consisting of acyclic backbone monomer units. Acyclic is meant 
to cover any backbone monomer unit, which does not comprise a ring structure, for 
example the backbone monomer unit preferably does not comprise a ribose or a 
deoxyribose group. 

In particular, it is preferred that the backbone monomer unit of an intercalator 
25 pseudonucleotide is an acyclic backbone monomer unit, which is capable of stabilising a 
bulge insertion (defined below). 

The backbone monomer unit of an intercalator pseudonucleotide may be 
selected from the group consisting of backbone monomer units comprising at least one 
chemical group selected from trivalent and pentavalent phosphorous atom such as a 
30 pentavalent phosphorous atom. More preferably, the phosphate atom of the backbone 
monomer unit of an intercalator pseudonucleotide may be selected from the group 
consisting of backbone monomer units comprising at least one chemical group selected 
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from the group consisting of, phosphoester, phosphodiester, phosphoramidate and 
phosphoramidite groups. 

Preferred backbone monomer units comprising at least one chemical group 
selected from the group consisting of phosphate, phosphoester, phosphodiester, 

5 phosphoramidate and phosphoramidite groups are backbone monomer units, wherein 
the distance from at least one phosphor atom to at least one phosphor atom of a 
neighbouring nucleotide, not including the phosphor atoms, is at the most 6 atoms long, 
for example 2, such as 3, for example 4, such as 5, for example 6 atoms long, when the 
backbone monomer unit is incorporated into a nucleic acid backbone. 

10 Preferably, the backbone monomer unit is capable of being incorporated into a 

phosphate backbone of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue in a manner so that at 
the most 5 atoms (more preferably at most 4) are separating the phosphor atom of the 
intercalator pseudonucleotide backbone monomer unit and the nearest neighbouring 
phosphor atom, more preferably 5 atoms are separating the phosphor atom of the 

15 intercalator pseudonucleotide backbone monomer unit and the nearest neighbouring 
phosphor atom, in both cases not including the phosphor atoms themselves. 

In a particularly preferred form, the intercalator pseudonucleotide comprises a 
backbone monomer unit that comprises a phosphoramidite and more preferably the 
backbone monomer unit comprises a trivalent phosphoramidite. Suitable trivalent 

20 phosphoramidites are trivalent phosphoramidites that may be incorporated into the 
backbone of a nucleic acid and/or a nucleic acid analogue. Usually, the amidit group 
may not be incorporated into the backbone of a nucleic acid, but rather the amidit group 
or part of the amidit group may serve as a leaving group and/ or protecting group. 
However, it is preferred that the backbone monomer unit comprises a phosphoramidite 

25 group because such a group may facilitate the incorporation of the backbone monomer 
unit into a nucleic acid backbone. 

The backbone monomer unit of an intercalator pseudonucleotide which is 
inserted into an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue, may comprise a 
phosphodiester bond. Additionally, the backbone monomer unit of an intercalator 

30 pseudonucleotide may comprise a pentavalent phosphoramidate. Preferably, the 
backbone monomer unit of an intercalator pseudonucleotide is an acyclic backbone 
monomer unit that may comprise a pentavalent phosphoramidate. 
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Leaving group 

The backbone monomer unit may comprise one or more leaving groups. 
Leaving groups are chemical groups, which are part of the backbone monomer unit 
when the intercalator pseudonucleotide or the nucleotide is a monomer, but which are 
5 no longer present in the molecule once the intercalator pseudonucleotide or the 

nucleotide has been incorporated into an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. 

The nature of a leaving group depends of the backbone monomer unit. For 
example, when the backbone monomer unit is a phosphor amidit, the leaving group 
may, for example be an diisopropylamine group. In general, when the backbone 
10 monomer unit is a phosphor amidit, a leaving group is attached to the phosphor atom for 
example in the form of diisopropylamine and the leaving group is removed upon 
coupling of the phosphor atom to a nucleophilic group, whereas the rest of the 
phosphate group or part of the rest, may become part of the nucleic acid or nucleic acid 
analogue backbone. 

15 

Reactive group 

The backbone monomer units may furthermore comprise a reactive group which 
is capable of performing a chemical reaction with another nucleotide or oligonucleotide 
or nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue to form a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue, 
20 which is one nucleotide longer than before the reaction. Accordingly, when nucleotides 
are in their free form, i.e. not incorporated into a nucleic acid, they may comprise a 
reactive group capable of reacting with another nucleotide or a nucleic acid or nucleic 
acid analogue. 

The reactive group may be protected by a protecting group. Prior to the 
25 chemical reaction, the protection group may be removed. The protection group will thus 
not be a part of the newly formed nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue. Examples of 
reactive groups are nucleophiles such as the 5'-hydroxy group of DNA or RNA 
backbone monomer units. 

30 Protecting group 

The backbone monomer unit may also comprise a protecting group which can be 
removed during synthesis. Removal of the protecting group allows for a chemical 
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reaction between the intercalate* pseudonucleotide and a nucleotide or nucleotide 
analogue or another intercalator pseudonucleotide. 

In particular, a nucleotide monomer or nucleotide analogue monomer or 
intercalator pseudonucleotide monomer may comprise a protecting group, which is no 

5 longer present in the molecule once the nucleotide or nucleotide analogue or intercalator 
pseudonucleotide has been incorporated into a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue. 
Furthermore, backbone monomer units may comprise protecting groups which may be 
present in the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue subsequent to incorporation 
of the nucleotide or nucleotide analogue or intercalator pseudonucleotide, but which 

10 may no longer be present after introduction of an additional nucleotide or nucleotide 
analogue to the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue or which may be removed 
after the synthesis of the entire oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. 

The protecting group may be removed by a number of suitable techniques 
known to the person skilled in the art. Preferably, the protecting group may be removed 

15 by a treatment selected from the group consisting of acid treatment, thiophenol 
treatment and alkali treatment. 

Preferred protecting groups, which may be used to protect the 5' end or the 5' 
end analogue of a backbone monomer unit may be selected from the group consisting 
of trityl, monomethoxytrityl, 2-chlorotrityl, 1,1,1,2-tetrachloro-2,2-bis(p-methoxyphenyl)- 

20 ethan (DATE), 9-phenylxanthine-9-yl (pixyl) and 9-(p-methoxyphenyl) xanthine-9-yl 
(MOX) or other protecting groups mentioned in "Current Protocols In Nucleic Acid 
Chemistry" volume 1 , Beaucage et al. Wiley. More preferably the protecting group may 
be selected from the group consisting of monomethoxytrityl and dimethoxytrityl. Most 
preferably, the protecting group may be 4, 4'-dimethoxytrityl(DMT). 4, 4'- 

25 dimethoxytrityl(DMT) groups may be removed by acid treatment, for example by brief 
incubation (30 to 60 seconds sufficient) in 3% trichloroacetic acid or in 3% dichloroacetic 
acid in CH 2 CI 2 . 

Preferred protecting groups which may protect a phosphate or phosphoramidite 
group of a backbone monomer unit may for example be selected from the group 
30 consisting of methyl and 2-cyanoethyl. Methyl protecting groups may for example be 
removed by treatment with thiophenol or disodium 2-carbamoyl 2-cyanoethylene- 1,1- 
dithiolate. 2-cyanoethyl-groups may be removed by alkali treatment, for example 
treatment with concentrated aqueous ammonia, a 1:1 mixture of aqueous methylamine 
and concentrated aqueous ammonia or with ammonia gas. 
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Intercalates 



The term intercalator covers any molecular moiety comprising at least one 
essentially flat conjugated system, which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of a 
nucleic acid. Preferably an intercalator consists of at least one essentially flat 

5 conjugated system which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of a nucleic acid or 
nucleic acid analogue. 

Preferably, the intercalator comprises a chemical group selected from the group 
consisting of polyaromates and heteropolyaromates an even more preferably the 
intercalator essentially consists of a polyaromate or a heteropolyaromate. Most 

10 preferably, the intercalator is selected from the group consisting of polyaromates and 
heteropolyaromates. 

Polyaromates or heteropolyaromates may consist of any suitable number of 
rings, such as 1 , for example 2, such as 3, for example 4, such as 5, for example 6, 
such as 7, for example 8, such as more than 8. Furthermore polyaromates or 

15 heteropolyaromates may be substituted with one or more selected from the group 
consisting of hydroxyl, bromo, fluoro, chloro, iodo, mercapto, thio, cyano, alkylthio, 
heterocycle, aryl, heteroaryl, carboxyl, carboalkoyl, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, nitro, amino, 
alkoxyl and amido. 

In one preferred form, the intercalator may be selected from the group consisting 
20 of polyaromates and heteropolyaromates that are capable of fluorescing. 

In another more preferred form, the intercalator may be selected from the group 
consisting of polyaromates and heteropolyaromates that are capable of forming 
excimers, exciplexes, fluorescence resonance energy transfer (FRET) or charged 
transfer complexes. 

25 Accordingly, the intercalator may preferably be selected from the group 

consisting of phenanthroline, phenazine, phenanthridine, anthraquinone, pyrene, 
anthracene, napthene, phenanthrene, picene, chrysene, naphtacene, acridones, 
benzanthracenes, stilbenes, oxalo-pyridocarbazoles, azidobenzenes, porphyrins, 
psoralens and any of the aforementioned intercalators substituted with one or more 

30 selected from the group consisting of hydroxyl, bromo, fluoro, chloro, iodo, mercapto, 
thio, cyano, alkylthio, heterocycle, aryl, heteroaryl, carboxyl, carboalkoyl, alkyl, alkenyl, 
alkynyl, nitro, amino, alkoxyl and/or amido. 

Preferably, the intercalator is selected from the group consisting of 
phenanthroline, phenazine, phenanthridine, anthraquinone, pyrene, anthracene, 
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napthene, phenanthrene, picene, chrysene, naphtacene, acridones, benzanthracenes, 
stilbenes, oxalo-pyridocarbazoles, azidobenzenes, porphyrins and psoralens. 

The examples of intercalators are not to be understood as limiting in any way, 
but only as to provide examples of possible structures for use as intercalators. In 
5 addition, the substitution of one or more chemical groups on each intercalator to obtain 
modified structures is also included. 

The intercalator moiety of the intercalator pseudonucleotide is linked to the 
backbone unit by the linker. When going from the backbone along the linker to the 
intercalator moiety, the linker and intercalator connection is defined as the bond 
10 between a linker atom and the first atom being part of a conjugated system that is able 
to co-stack with nucleobases of a strand of a oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue when the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue is hybridized to an 
oligonucleotide analogue comprising the intercalator pseudonucleotide. 

The linker may comprise a conjugated system and the intercalator may comprise 
15 another conjugated system. In this case the linker conjugated system is not capable of 
co-stacking with nucleobases of the opposite oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue strand. 

Linker 

20 The linker of an intercalator pseudonucleotide is a moiety connecting the 

intercalator and the backbone monomer of the intercalator pseudonucleotide. The linker 
may comprise one or more atom(s) or bond(s) between atoms. 

By the definitions of backbone and intercalator moieties defined herein, the linker 
is the shortest path linking the backbone and the intercalator. If the intercalator is linked 

25 directly to the backbone, the linker is a bond. The linker usually consists of a chain of 
atoms or a branched chain of atoms. Chains can be saturated as well as unsaturated. 
The linker may also be a ring structure with or without conjugated bonds. For example, 
the linker may comprise a chain of m atoms selected from the group consisting of C, O, 
S, N. P, Se, Si, Ge, Sn and Pb, wherein one end of the chain is connected to the 

30 intercalator and the other end of the chain is connected to the backbone monomer unit. 
The total length of the linker and the intercalator of the intercalator 
pseudonucleotides preferably is between 8 and 13 A. Accordingly, m should be 
selected dependent on the size of the intercalator of the specific intercalator 
pseudonucleotide. That is, m should be relatively large, when the intercalator is small 



32 

and m should be relatively small when the intercalator is large. For most purposes, 
however, m will be an integer from 1 to 7, such as from 1 to 6, such as from 1 to 5, such 
as from 1 to 4. As described above, the linker may be an unsaturated chain or another 
system involving conjugated bonds. For example, the linker may comprise cyclic 
5 conjugated structures. Preferably, m is from 1 to 4 when the linker is an saturated 
chain. 

When the intercalator is pyrene, m is preferably an integer from 1 to 7, such as 
from 1 to 6, such as from 1 to 5, such as from 1 to 4, more preferably from 1 to 4, even 
more preferably from 1 to 3, most preferably m is 2 or 3. 
10 When the intercalator has the structure 




m is preferably from 2 to 6, more preferably 2. 

The chain of the linker may be substituted with one or more atoms selected from 
the group consisting of C, H, 0, S, N, P, Se, Si, Ge, Sn and Pb. 

15 In one form, the linker is an azaalkyl, oxaalkyl, thiaalkyl or alkyl chain. For 

example, the linker may be an alkyl chain substituted with one or more selected from the 
group consisting C, H, O, S, N, P, Se, Si, Ge, Sn and Pb. In a preferred embodiment 
the linker consists of an unbranched alkyl chain, wherein one end of the chain is 
connected to the intercalator and the other end of the chain is connected to the 

20 backbone monomer unit and wherein each C is substituted with 2 H. More preferably, 
the unbranched alkyl chain is from 1 to 5 atoms long, such as from 1 to 4 atoms long, 
such as from 1 to 3 atoms long, such as from 2 to 3 atoms long. 

In another form, the linker is a ring structure comprising atoms selected from the 
group consisting of C, O, S, N, P, Se, Si, Ge, Sn and Pb. For example the linker may be 

25 such a ring structure substituted with one or more selected from the group consisting of 
C, H, O, S, N, P, Se, Si, Ge, Sn and Pb. 

In another form, the linker consists of from 1 to -6 C atoms, from 0 to 3 of each of 
the following atoms O, S, N. More preferably the linker consists of from 1 to 6 C atoms 
and from 0 to 1 of each of the atoms O, S, N. In a preferred form, the linker consists of 

30 a chain of C, 0, S and N atoms, optionally substituted. Preferably the chain should 
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consist of at the most 3 atoms, thus comprising from 0 to 3 atoms selected individually 
from C, O, S, N, optionally substituted. 

In a preferred form, the linker consists of a chain of C, N, S and 0 atoms, 
wherein one end of the chain is connected to the intercalator and the other end of the 
5 chain is connected to the backbone monomer unit. 

The linker constitutes Y in the formula for the intercalator pseudonucleotide X-Y- 
Q, as defined above, and hence X and Q are not part of the linker. 

10 Preparation of intercalator pseudonucleotides 

The intercalator pseudonucleotides may be synthesised by any suitable method. 
One suitable method comprises the steps of 

a1) providing a compound containing an intercalator comprising at least one 
essentially flat conjugated system, which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of a 
15 nucleic acid and optionally a linker part coupled to a reactive group; 

b1) providing a linker precursor molecule comprising at least two reactive groups, the 

two reactive groups may optionally be individually protected; and 

c1 ) reacting the intercalator with the linker precursor and thereby obtaining an 

intercalator-linker; 

20 d1) providing a backbone monomer precursor unit comprising at least two reactive 
groups, the two reactive groups may optionally be individually protected and/or masked 
and optionally comprising a linker part; and 

e1 ) reacting the intercalator-linker with the backbone monomer precursor and 
obtaining an intercalator-linker-backbone monomer precursor; 
25 or 

a2) providing a backbone monomer precursor unit comprising at least two reactive 
groups, the two reactive groups may optionally be individually protected and/or masked 
and optionally comprising a linker part; 

b2) providing a linker precursor molecule comprising at least two reactive groups, the 
30 two reactive groups may optionally be individually protected; 

c2) reacting the monomer precursor unit with the linker precursor and thereby 
obtaining a backbone-linker; 
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d2) providing a compound containing an intercalator comprising at least one 
essentially flat conjugated system, which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of a 
nucleic acid and optionally a linker part coupled to a reactive group; and 
e2) reacting the intercalator with the backbone-linker and obtaining an intercalator- 
5 linker-backbone monomer precursor; 
or 

a3) providing a compound containing an intercalator comprising at least one 
essentially flat conjugated system, which is capable of co-stacking with nucleobases of a 
nucleic acid and a linker part coupled to a reactive group; 
10 b3) providing a backbone monomer precursor unit comprising at least two reactive 
groups, the two reactive groups may optionally be individually protected and/or masked), 
and a linker part; 

c3) reacting the intercalator-linker part with the backbone monomer precursor-linker 
and obtaining an intercalator-linker-backbone monomer precursor; 
15 f) optionally protecting and/ or de-protecting the intercalator-linker-backbone 
monomer precursor; 

g) providing a phosphor containing compound capable of linking two 
psuedonucleotides, nucleotides and/ or nucleotide analogues together; 

h) reacting the phosphorous containing compound with the intercalator-linker- 
20 backbone monomer precursor; and 

i) obtaining an intercalator pseudonucleotide. 

Preferably, the intercalator reactive group is selected so that it may react with the 
linker reactive group. Hence, if the linker reactive group is a nucleophil, then preferably 
the intercalator reactive group is an electrophile, more preferably an electrophile 

25 selected from the group consisting of halo alkyl, mesyloxy alkyl and tosyloxy alkyl. More 
preferably the intercalator reactive group is chloromethyl. Alternatively, the intercalator 
reactive group may be a nucleophile group for example a nucleophile group comprising 
hydroxy, thiol, selam, amine or mixture thereof. 

Preferably, the cyclic or non cyclic alkane may be a poly-substituted alkane or 

30 alkoxy comprising at least three linker reactive groups. More preferably the poly- 
substituted alkane may comprise three nucleophilic groups such as, but not limited to, 
an alkane triole, an aminoalkane diol or mercaptoalkane diol. Preferably the poly- 
substituted alkane contain one nucleophilic group that is more reactive than the others, 
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alternatively two of the nucleophilic groups may be protected by a protecting group. 
More preferably the cyclic or non cyclic alkane is 2,2-dimethyl-4-methylhydroxy-1,3- 
dioxalan, even more preferably the alkane is D-a,p-isopropylidene glycerol . 

Preferably, the linker reactive groups should be able to react with the intercalator 
5 reactive groups, for example the linker reactive groups may be a nucleophile group for 
example selected from the group consisting of hydroxy, thiol, selam and amine, 
preferably a hydroxy group. Alternatively the linker reactive group may be an 
electrophile group, for example selected from the group consisting of halogen, triflates, 
mesylates and tosylates . In a preferred form, at least 2 linker reactive groups may be 
10 protected by a protecting group. 

The method may further comprise a step of attaching a protecting group to one 
or more reactive groups of the intercalator-precursor monomer. For example a DMT 
group may be added by providing a DMT coupled to a halogen, such as CI, and reacting 
the DMT-CI with at least one linker reactive group. Accordingly, preferably at least one 
1 5 linker reactive group will be available and one protected. If this step is done prior to 
reaction with the phosphor comprising agent, then the phosphor comprising agent may 
only interact with one linker reactive group. 

The phosphor comprising agent may for example be a phosphoramidite, for 
example NC(CH 2 ) 2 OP(Npr i 2 ) 2 or NC(CH 2 ) 2 OP(Npr , 2 )CI Preferably the phosphor 
20 comprising agent may be reacted with the intercalator-precursor in the presence of a 
base, such as N(et) 3 , N('pr) 2 Et and CH 2 CI 2 . 

Once the appropriate sequences of oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue 
are determined, they are preferably chemically synthesised using commercially available 
methods and equipment. For example, the solid phase phosphoramiditee method can 
25 be used to produce short oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue comprising one or 
moreintercalator pseudonucleotides to from an INA. 

For example the oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues may be 
synthesised by any of the methods described in "Current Protocols in Nucleic acid 
Chemistry" Volume 1, Beaucage et al., Wiley. 

30 

INAs - Oligonucleotides comprising intercalator pseudonucleotides 

High affinity of synthetic nucleic acids towards target nucleic acids may greatly 
facilitate detection assays and furthermore synthetic nucleic acids with high affinity 
towards target nucleic acids may be useful for a number of other purposes, such as 
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gene targeting and purification of nucleic acids. Oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide 
analogues comprising intercalators have been shown to increase affinity for homologous 
complementary nucleic acids. 

Oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues comprising at least one 
5 intercalator pseudonucleotide can be made wherein the melting temperature of a hybrid 
consisting of the oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues and a homologous 
complementary DNA (DNA hybrid) is significantly higher than the melting temperature of 
a hybrid between an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue lacking intercalator 
pseudonucleotide(s) consisting of the same nucleotide sequence as the oligonucleotide 
10 or oligonucleotide analogue and the homologous complementary DNA (corresponding 
DNA hybrid). 

Preferably, the melting temperature of the DNA hybrid is from 1 to 80°C, more 
preferably at least 2°C, even more preferably at least 5°C, yet more preferably at least 
10°C higher than the melting temperature of the corresponding DNA hybrid. 

15 Oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues can have at least one internal 

intercalator pseudonucleotide. Positioning intercalator units internally allows for greater 
flexibility in design. Nucleic acid analogues comprising internally positioned intercalator 
pseudonucleotides may thus have higher affinity for homologous complementary nucleic 
acids than nucleic acid analogues that do- not have internally positioned intercalator 

20 pseudonucleotides. Oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues comprising at least 
one internal intercalator pseudonucleotide may also be able to discriminate between 
RNA (including RNA-like nucleic acid analogues) and DNA (including DNA-like nucleic 
acid analogues). Furthermore internally positioned fluorescent intercalator monomers 
could find use in diagnostic tools. 

25 The intercalator pseudonucleotides may be placed in any desirable position 

within a given oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. For example, an intercalator 
pseudonucleotide may be placed at the end of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue or an intercalator pseudonucleotide may be placed in an internal position 
within the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. 

30 When the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue comprise more than 1 

intercalator pseudonucleotide, the intercalator pseudonucleotides may be placed in any 
position in relation to each other. For example they may be placed next to each other, 
or they may be positioned so that 1, such as 2, for example 3, such as 4, for example 5, 
such as more than 5 nucleotides are separating the intercalator pseudonucleotides. In 
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one preferred embodiment two intercalator pseudonucleotides within an oligonucleotide 
or oligonucleotide analogue are placed as next nearest neighbours, i.e. they can be 
placed at any position within the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue and having 
1 nucleotide separating the two intercalator pseudonucleotides. In another preferred 
5 form, two intercalators are placed at or in close proximity to each end respectively of the 
oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. 

The oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues may comprise any kind of 
nucleotides and/or nucleotide analogues, such as the nucleotides and/or nucleotide 
analogues described herein above. For example, the oligonucleotides or 

10 oligonucleotide analogues may comprise nucleotides and/or nucleotide analogues 
comprised within DNA, RNA, LNA, PNA, ANA INA, and HNA. Accordingly, the 
oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogue may comprise one or more selected from 
the group consisting of subunits of PNA, Homo-DNA, b-D-Altropyranosyl-NA, b-D- 
Glucopyranosyl-NA, b-D-Allopyranusyl-NA, HNA, MNA, ANA, LNA, CNA, CeNA, TNA, 

15 (2'-NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, 
[3.2.1 RNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, 
Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]-DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, a-D- 
Ribopyranosyl-NA, a-L-Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, 2'-OR-RNA, a-L-RNA, a-D-RNA, 
B-D-RNA, i.e. the oligonucleotide analogue may be selected from the group of PNA, 

20 Homo-DNA, b-D-Altropyranosyl-NA, b-D-Glucopyranosyl-NA, b-D-Allopyranusyl-NA, 

HNA, MNA, ANA, LNA, CNA, CeNA, TNA, (2'-NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a- 
L-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, [3.2.1RNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo- 
DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]-DNA, 
Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, a-D-Ribopyranosyl-NA, a-L- 

25 Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, 2'-OR-RNA, a-L-RNA, a-D-RNA, B-D-RNA and mixtures 
thereof. 

One advantage of the oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues is that the 
melting temperature of a hybrid consisting of an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue comprising at least one intercalator pseudonucleotide and an essentially 
30 complementary DNA (DNA hybrid) is significantly higher than the melting temperature of 
a duplex consisting of the essentially complementary DNA and a DNA complementary 
thereto. 

Accordingly, oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues may form hybrids 
with DNA with higher affinity than naturally occurring nucleic acids. The melting 
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temperature is preferably increased with 2 to 30°C, for example from 5 to 20°C, such as 
from 10°C to 15°C, for example from 2°C to 5°C, such as from 5°C to 10°C, such as 
from 15°C to 20°C, for example from 20°C to 25°C, such as from 25°C to 30°C, for 
example from 30°C to 35°C, such as from 35°C to 40°C, for example from 40°C to 45°C, 
5 such as from 45°C to 50°C higher. 

In particular, the increase in melting temperature may be achieved due to 
intercalation of the intercalator, because the intercalation may stabilise a DNA duplex. 
Accordingly, it is preferred that the intercalator is capable of intercalator between 
nucleobases of DNA. Preferably, the intercalator pseudonucleotides are placed as 

10 bulge insertions or end insertions in the duplex (see below), which in some nucleic acids 
or nucleic acid analogues may allow for intercalation. 

The melting temperature of an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue 
comprising at least one intercalator pseudonucleotide and an essentially complementary 
RNA (RNA hybrid) or a RNA-like nucleic acid analogue (RNA-like hybrid) can be 

15 significantly higher than the melting temperature of a duplex consisting of the essentially 
complementary RNA or RNA-like target and the oligonucleotide analogue comprising no 
intercalator pseudonucleotides. Preferably most or all of the intercalator 
pseudonucleotides of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue are positioned at 
either or both ends. 

20 Accordingly, oligonucleotides and/or oligonucleotide analogues may form hybrids 

with RNA or RNA-like nucleic acid analogues or RNA-like oligonucleotide analogues 
with higher affinity than naturally occurring nucleic acids. The melting temperature is 
preferably increased with from 2 to 20°C, for example from 5 to 15°C, such as from 10°C 
to 15°C, for example from 2°C to 5°C, such as from 5°C to 10°C, such as from 15°C to 

25 20°C or higher. 

The intercalator pseudonucleotides will preferably only stabilise towards RNA 
and RNA-like targets when positioned at the end of the oligonucleotide or 
oligonucleotide analogue. This does not however exclude the positioning of intercalator 
pseudonucleotides in oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues to be hybridized 

30 with RNA or RNA-like nucleic acid analogues such that the intercalator 

pseudonucleotides are placed in regions internal to the formed hybrid. This may be 
done to obtain certain hybrid instabilities or to affect the overall 2D or 3D structure of 
both intra- and inter-molecular complexes to be formed subsequent to hybridisation. 



An oligonucleotide and/or oligonucleotide analogue comprising one or more 
intercalator pseudonucleotides may form a triple stranded structure (triplex-structure) 
consisting of the oligonucleotide and/or oligonucleotide analogue bound by Hoogsteen 
base pairing to a homologous complementary nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue or 
5 oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. The oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue may increase the melting temperature of the Hoogsteen base pairing in the 
triplex-structure. 

The oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue may increase the melting 
temperature of the Hoogsteen base pairing in the triplex-structure in a manner not 

10 dependent on the presence of specific sequence restraints like purine-rich / pyrimidine- 
rich nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue duplex target sequences. Accordingly, the 
Hoogsteen base pairing in the triplex-structure has significantly higher melting 
temperature than the melting temperature of the Hoogsteen base pairing to the duplex 
target if the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue had no intercalator 

15 pseudonucleotides. 

Accordingly, oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues may form triplex- 
structures with homologous complementary nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue or 
oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue with higher affinity than naturally occurring 
nucleic acids. The melting temperature is preferably increased with from 2 to 50°C, 

20 such as from 2 to 40°C, such as from 2 to 30°C, for example from 5 to 20°C, such as 
from 10°C to 15°C, for example from 2°C to 5°C, such as from 5°C to 10°C, for example 
from 10°C to 15°C, such as from 15°C to 20°C, for example from 20°C to 25°C, such as 
from 25°C to 30°C, for example from 30°C to 35°C, such as from 35°C to 40°C, for 
example from 40°C to 45°C, such as from 45°C to 50°C. 

25 In particular, the increase in melting temperature may be achieved due to 

intercalation of the intercalator, because the intercalation may stabilise a DNA triplex. 
Accordingly, it is preferred that the intercalator is capable of intercalator between 
nucleobases of a triplex-structure. Preferably, the intercalator pseudonucleotide is 
placed as a bulge insertion in the duplex (see below), which in some nucleic acids or 

30 nucleic acid analogues may allow for intercalation. 

Triplex-formation may or may not proceed in strand invasion, a process where 
the Hoogsteen base-paired third strand invades the target duplex and displaces part or 
all of the identical strand to form Watson-Crick base pairs with the complementary 
strand. This can be exploited for several purposes. The oligonucleotides and 
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oligonucleotides are suitably used if only double stranded nucleic acid or nucleic acid 
analogue target is present and it is not possible, feasible or wanted to separate the 
target strands, detection by single strand invasion of the region or double strand 
invasion of complementary regions, without prior melting of double stranded nucleic acid 
5 or nucleic acid analogue target, for triplex-formation and/or strand invasion. 

Accordingly, an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue comprising at least one 
intercalator pseudonucleotide is provided that is able to invade a double stranded region 
of a nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue molecule. 

An oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue comprising at least one 

10 intercalator pseudonucleotide that is able to invade a double stranded nucleic acid or 
nucleic acid analogue in a sequence specific manner can be provided. Invading 
oligonucleotide and/or oligonucleotide analogue comprising at least one intercalator 
pseudonucleotide will bind to the complementary strand in a sequence specific manner 
with higher affinity than the strand displaced. 

15 The melting temperature of a hybrid consisting of an oligonucleotide analogue 

comprising at least one intercalator pseudonucleotide and a homologous 
complementary DNA (DNA hybrid), is usually significantly higher than the melting 
temperature of a hybrid consisting of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue 
and a homologous complementary RNA (RNA hybrid) or RNA-like nucleic acid analogue 

20 target or RNA-like oligonucleotide analogue target. The oligonucleotide may be any of 
the above described oligonucleotide analogues. Accordingly, the oligonucleotides or 
oligonucleotide analogue may comprise one or more selected from the group consisting 
of subunits of PNA, Homo-DNA, b-D-Altropyranosyl-NA, b-D-Glucopyranosyl-NA, b-D- 
Allopyranusyl-NA, HNA, MNA, ANA, LNA, CNA, CeNA, TNA, (2'-NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, 

25 cc-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, [3.2.1RNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 
6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi-Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]- 
DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, a-D-Ribopyranosyl-NA, a-L- 
Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, 2'-OR-RNA, a-L-RNA, a-D-RNA, B-D-RNA, i.e. the 
oligonucleotide analogue may be selected from the group of PNA, Homo-DNA, b-D- 

30 Altropyranosyl-NA, b-D-Glucopyranosyl-NA, b-D-Allopyranusyl-NA, HNA, MNA, ANA, 
LNA, CNA, CeNA, TNA, (2'-NH)-TNA, (3'-NH)-TNA, a-L-Ribo-LNA, a-L-Xylo-LNA, a-D- 
Xylo-LNA, a-D-Ribo-LNA, [3.2.1J-LNA, Bicyclo-DNA, 6-Amino-Bicyclo-DNA, 5-epi- 
Bicyclo-DNA, a-Bicyclo-DNA, Tricyclo-DNA, Bicyclo[4.3.0]-DNA, Bicyclo[3.2.1]-DNA, 
Bicyclo[4.3.0]amide-DNA, a-D-Ribopyranosyl-NA, a-L-Lyxopyranosyl-NA, 2'-R-RNA, 2'- 
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OR-RNA, oc-L-RNA, a-D-RNA, (3-D-RNA and mixtures thereof comprising at least one 
intercalator pseudonucleotide. 

Accordingly, the affinity of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue for 
DNA is significantly higher than the affinity of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
5 analogue for RNA or an RNA-like target. Hence in a mixture comprising a limiting 
number of the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue and a homologous 
complementary DNA and a homologous complementary RNA or homologous 
complementary RNA-like target, the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue will 
preferably hybridize to the homologous complementary DNA. 

10 Preferably, the melting temperature of the DNA hybrid is at least 2°C, such as at 

least 5°C, for example at least 10°C, such as at least 15°C, for example at least 20°C, 
such as at least 25°C, for example at least 30°C, such as at least 35°C, for example at 
least 40°C, such as from 2 to 30°C, for example from 5 to 20°C, such as from 10°C to 
15°C, for example from 2°C to 5°C, such as from 5°C to 10°C, for example from 10°C to 

15 15°C, such as from 15°C to 20°C, for example from 20°C to 25°C, such as from 25°C to 
30°C, for example from 30°C to 35°C, such as from 35°C to 40°C, for example from 
40°C to 45°C, such as from 45°C to 50°C, for example from 50°C to 55°C, such as from 
55°C to 60°C higher than the melting temperature of a homologous complementary RNA 
or RNA-like hybrid. 

20 An oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue containing at least one 

intercalator pseudonucleotide can be hybridized to secondary structures of nucleic acids 
or nucleic acid analogues. The oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue is capable 
of stabilizing such a hybridization to the secondary structure. Secondary structures 
could be, but are not limited to, stem-loop structures, Faraday junctions, fold-backs, H- 

25 knots, and bulges. The secondary structure can be a stem-loop structure of RNA, 
where an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue comprising at least one 
intercalator pseudonucleotide is designed in a way so the intercalator pseudonucleotide 
is hybridizing at the end of one of the three duplexes formed in the three-way junction 
between the secondary structure and the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue. 

30 

Position of intercalator pseudonucleotide 

An oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue can be designed in a manner so 
it may hybridize to a homologous complementary nucleic acid or nucleic acid analogue 
(target nucleic acid). Preferably, the oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide analogue may be 



42 



substantially complementary to the target nucleic acid. More preferably, at least one 
intercalator pseudonucleotide is positioned so that when the oligonucleotide analogue is 
hybridized with the target nucleic acid, the intercalator pseudonucleotide is positioned as 
a bulge insertion, i.e. the upstream neighbouring nucleotide of the intercalator 
5 pseudonucleotide and the downstream neighbouring nucleotide of the intercalator 
pseudonucleotide are hybridized to neighbouring nucleotides in the target nucleic acid. 

An intercalator pseudonucleotide can be positioned next to either or both ends of 
a duplex formed between the oligonucleotide analogue comprising the intercalatorr 
pseudonucleotide and its target nucleotide or nucleotide analogue, for example the 
10 intercalator pseudonucleotide may be positioned as a dangling, co-stacking end. 

Intercalator pseudonucleotides can be positioned so that when the 
oligonucleotide analogue is hybridized with the target nucleic acid, all intercalator 
pseudonucleotides are positioned as bulge insertions and/or as dangling, co-stacking 
ends. 

15 Examples of INAs (oligonucleotides containing intercalator pseudonucleotides) 

are depicted below: 



Ni-(y) P -N 2 . 
Ni-(y-N 3 ) q -N 2 . 

(y) q -N 2 . 

Nr(y) q . 

(P) q -N 2 -(y), 
Ni-(y) q -N 2 , 
Ni-(y-N 3 ) q -N 2 -(y-N 3 ) r N<. 

wherein 

Ni, N 2 , N 3 , N 4 individually denotes a sequence of nucleotides and/or nucleotides 
analogues of at least one nucleotide, 

y denotes an intercalator pseudonucleotide, and 
q and r are individually selected from an integer of from 1 to 10. 
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Intercalating nucleic acid (INA) 

Intercalating nucleic acids (INAs) are non-naturally occurring polynucleotides 
containing one or more intercalator pseudonucleotides (IPNs) which can hybridize to 
nucleic acids (DNA and RNA) with sequence specificity. INAs are candidates as 
5 alternatives/substitutes to nucleic acid probes in probe-based hybridization assays 

because they exhibit several desirable properties. INAs are polymers which hybridize to 
nucleic acids to form hybrids which are more thermodynamically stable than a 
corresponding nucleic acid/nucleic acid complex. They are not substrates for the 
enzymes which are known to degrade peptides or nucleic acids. Therefore, INAs should 

10 be more stable in biological samples, as well as, have a longer shelf-life than naturally 
occurring nucleic acid fragments. Unlike nucleic acid hybridization which is very 
dependent on ionic strength, the hybridization of an INA with a nucleic acid is fairly 
independent of ionic strength and is favoured at low ionic strength under conditions 
which strongly disfavour the hybridization of nucleic acid to nucleic acid. The binding 

15 strength of INA is dependent on the number of intercalator groups engineered into the 
molecule as well as the usual interactions from hydrogen bonding between bases 
stacked in a specific fashion in a double stranded structure. Sequence discrimination is 
more efficient for INA recognizing DNA than for DNA recognizing DNA. 

INAs are synthesized by adaptation of standard oligonucleotide synthesis 

20 procedures in a format which is commercially available. 

There are indeed many differences between INA probes and standard nucleic 
acid probes. These differences can be conveniently broken down into biological, 
structural, and physico-chemical differences. As discussed above and below, these 
biological, structural, and physico-chemical differences may lead to unpredictable results 

25 when attempting to use INA probes in applications were nucleic acids have typically 

been employed. This non-equivalency of differing compositions is often observed in the 
chemical arts. 

With regard to biological differences, nucleic acids are biological materials that 
play a central role in the life of living species as agents of genetic transmission and 
30 expression. Their in vivo properties are fairly well understood. INA, however, is a 
recently developed totally artificial molecule, conceived in the minds of chemists and 
made using synthetic organic chemistry. It has no known biological function. 

Structurally, INA also differs dramatically from nucleic acids. Although both can 
employ common nucleobases (A, C, G, T, and U), the composition of these molecules is 



structurally diverse. The backbones of RNA, DNA and INA are composed of repeating 
phosphodiester ribose and 2-deoxyribose units. INAs differ from DNA or RNA in having 
one or more large flat molecules attached via a linker molecule(s) to the polymer. The 
flat molecules intercalate between bases in the complementary DNA stand opposite the 
5 INA in a double stranded structure. 

The physico/chemical differences between INA and DNA or RNA are also 
substantial. INA binds to complementary DNA more rapidly than nucleic acid probes 
bind to the same target sequence. Unlike DNA or RNA fragments, INAs bind poorly to 
RNA unless the intercalator groups are located in terminal positions. Because of the 

10 strong interactions between the intercalator groups and bases on the complementary 
DNA strand, the stability of the INA/DNA complex is higher than that of an analogous 
DNA/DNA or RNA/DNA complex. 

Unlike other DNA such as DNA or RNA fragments or PNAs, INAs do not exhibit 
self aggregation or binding properties. 

15 In summary, as INAs hybridize to nucleic acids with sequence specificity, INAs 

are useful candidates for developing probe-based assays and are particularly adapted 
for kits and screening assays. INA probes, however, are not the equivalent of nucleic 
acid probes. Consequently, any method, kits or compositions which could improve the 
specificity, sensitivity and reliability of probe-based assays would be useful in the 

20 detection, analysis and quantitation of DNA containing samples. INAs have the 
necessary properties for this purpose. 

An example of an IPN used for the examples in the present invention was the 
phosphoramidite of (S)-1-0-(4,4'-dimethoxytriphenylmethyl)-3-0-(1-pyrenylmethyl)- 
glycerol. It will be appreciated, however, that other chemical forms of IPNs can also be 

25 used. 

One advantage of oligonucleotides or oligonucleotide analogues containing one 
or more intercalator pseudonucleotides is that the melting temperature of an hybrid of an 
homologously complementary DNA (DNA hybrid) and a complementary INA is 
significantly higher than the melting temperature of a duplex consisting of the 
30 homologously complementary DNA and a DNA complementary thereto. 

Intercalator pseudonucleotide (IPN) and intercalating nucleic acid (INA) 

By INA is meant an intercalating nucleic acid in accordance with the teaching of 
WO 03/051901, WO 03/052132, WO 03/052133 and WO 03/052134 (Unest A/S) 
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incorporated herein by reference. An INA is an oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analogue comprising one or more intercalator pseudonucleotide (IPN) molecules. 

INAs have a very high affinity for complementary DNA with stabalisations of up 
to 10 degrees for internally placed IPNs and up to 1 1 degrees for end position IPNs. 
5 The INA itself is a selective molecule that prefers to hybridise with DNA over 

complementary RNA. It has been shown that INA's bind 25 times less efficiently to RNA 
than oligonucleotide primers. Whereas, conventional oligonucleotides, oligonucleotide 
analogues and PNAs have an equal affinity for both RNA and DNA. Thus INAs are the 
first truly selective DNA binding agents. In addition, INAs have a higher specificity and 

10 affinity for complementary DNA that other natural DNA molecules. 

In addition, IPNs stabilise DNA best in AT-rich surroundings which make them 
especially useful in the field of methylomics research for the amplification of bisulphite 
treated genomic DNA. This is due to the fact that after bisulphite conversion all 
unmethylated cytosine bases are converted to uracil and subsequently to thymine after 

15 amplification. This results in essentially an AT rich genome ideal for the use of INAs. 
The IPN is essentially a planar (hetero)polyaromatic compound that is capable of co- 
stacking with nucleobases in a nucleic acid duplex. 

The INA molecule has also been shown to be resistant to exonuclease attack. 
This makes these molecules especially useful as primers for amplification using 

20 enzymes such as phi29 which has inherent exonuclease activity. Thus INA primers 
used as templates for amplification can be specially modified at their 3' terminus to 
contain IPN moieties that prevent enzyme degradation. 

The present inventor has found two methods that are equally capable of WGA on 
HGS bisulphite treated DNA samples. Both methods have been shown to result in the 

25 amplification of large >10kb DNA fragments unlike conventional approaches such as 
Degenerate Oligonucleotide Primed -PCR. One method utilises an isothermal 
amplification step, while the second utilises a unique blend of thermostable polymerases 
capable of amplifing bisulphite treated DNA. 

30 Amplification Methods 

One example of an amplification strategy is shown below. However, alteration to 
specific volumes, buffer composition, primer selection etc can result in a more 
representative amplification. 
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I. 1 Ml of the DNA sample either denatured or not denatured as required is added 
to an appropriate volume of sample buffer; 

II. For each reaction an appropriate volume of reaction buffer is combined with 
0.2 ul of polymerase mix and the material mixed by vortexing. This is then 

5 combined with the DNA/sample buffer in a volume of 20-50ul. The amplification 

reaction is then left at 30°C for 4-16 hours; 

III. The enzyme is heat denatured at 65°C for 10 minutes; 

IV. The amplified DNA is then stored at -20°C until required 

10 Polymerases 

The polymerase may be phi29 or a modified version thereof. The polymerase is 
phi29 polymerase (Dean FB era/ (2002), Proc, Natl. Acad. Sci, 99(8), 5261-5266). 
Phi29 polymerase replication of DNA does not require periodic denaturation of the 
template DNA to remove the newly replicated strand. This replication step can be 
15 carried out at around 30°C degrees for example and allowed to proceed to completion. 

The polymerase cocktail may consist of a 5'-deletion mutant of the Taq 
polymerase enzyme which also contains a small amount of a high fidelity enzyme to 
increase the representation size. The use of such an enzyme or enzyme cocktail has 
been shown to reduce the significant template bias that can be generated with 
20 conventional PCR enzymes and also result in a much larger representation of amplified 
fragments (>50kb). 

The use of such a cocktail also results in better amplification of bisulphite treated 
DNA than conventional PCR enzymes. The use of this specific polymerase mix with 
proof reading capacity is the first such mix that has been shown to consistently amplify 
25 bisulphite treated DNA. 

Whole genome amplification (WGA) 

Typically an amplification reaction is composed of the following components 
dependant on requirements. 
30 One ul of bisulphite treated DNA is added to the following components in a 25 pi 

reaction volume, x1 enzyme reaction buffer, 300 ng of each INA or oligonucleotide 
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primer, 3.5 mM MgS0 4 , 400 pM of each dNTP and 1-2 unit of the polymerase mixture. 
The components are then cycled in a hot lid thermal cycler as follows. 
Step 1 94°C 1 minute 1 cycle 

Step 2 94°C 1 minute 
37°C 2 minutes 

ramp 0.25°C per second to 55°C 50 cycles 

55°C 4 minutes 

68°C 3 minutes 
Step 3 68°C 10 minutes 1 cycle 

A typical example of the amplification achieved using the WGA method 
according to the present invention is shown in Figure 1. Note that often with the WGA 
method a smear is also seen in the negative control lane due to the very high degree of 
amplification that is achieved using this method. Amplification time was around 12 
hours. 

Multiplex amplification 

Typically an amplification reaction is composed of the following components 
dependant on requirements. 

One pi of bisulphite treated DNA is added to the following components in a 25 pi 
reaction volume, x1 enzyme reaction buffer, 5-100 ng of each 1 st round INA or 
oligonucleotide primer, 1 .5 - 4.0 mM MgS0 4 , 400 pM of each dNTP and 0.5-2 unit of the 
polymerase mixture. The components are then cycled in a hot lid thermal cycler as 
follows. Typically there can be up to 200 individual primer sequences in each 
amplification reaction. 

Step 1 94°C 15 minute 1 cycle 

Step 2 94°C 1 minute 

50°C 3 minutes 35 cycles 

68°C 3 minutes 
Step3 68°C 10 minutes 1 cycle 

A second round amplification is then performed on a 1 pi aliquot of the first round 
amplification that is transferred to a second round reaction tube containing the enzyme 
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reaction mix and appropriate second round primers. Cycling is then performed as 
above. 



Gene specific amplification 

One pi of bisulphite treated DNA is added to the following components in a 25 pi 
reaction volume, x1 enzyme reaction buffer, 150 ng of each 1 st round INA or 
oligonucleotide primer, 1.5-2 MgS0 4 , 200 uM of each dNTP and 0.5-1 unit of the 
polymerase mixture. The components are then cycled in a hot lid thermal cycler as 
follows: 

Step 1 94°C 1 minute 1 cycle 

Step 2 94°C 1 minute 

50°C 1 minute 30 cycles 

68°C 3 minutes 
Step 3 68°C 10 minutes 1 cycle 

A second round amplification is then performed on a 1 pi aliquot of the first round 
amplification that is transferred to a second round reaction tube containing the enzyme 
reaction mix and appropriate second round primers. Cycling is then performed as 
above. 



20 RESULTS 

Traditional bisulphite conversion has been shown to result in the loss of up to 

96% of the starting input DNA (2001, Grunau C et al, Nucleic Acids Research, 

1 :29(13):E65-5). Such a loss would not give rise to a representative genome when used 

in WGA. To overcome this loss the present applicant has developed a new bisulphite 
25 conversion method that results in essentially no loss of starting DNA. 

Table 2 shows the amplification efficiency of 6 genomic loci in 6 human tissue 

samples. As can be seen from the results in Table 2, the HGS bisulphite method 

produced genome coverage at all six loci in all tissues whereas the conventional 

approach was very limited in terms of genome coverage. Thus DNA treated by the HGS 
30 bisulphite conversion method is amenable to WGA applications whereas the use of 

conventional bisulphite conversion methods for WGA would result in very little genome 

coverage. ..- ( Deleted: ti ] 
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Tissue samples of Table 2: 

a) LNCaP Prostate cancer cell line DNA 

b) MCF-7 Breast cancer cell line DNA 
5 c) HepG2 Liver cancer cell line DNA 

d) HeLa cervical cancer cell line DNA 

e) T-cells from purified Patient # 1 

f) CD34+ cells purified from Patient # 1 

10 Whole genome amplification using phi29 

A typical example of the amplification achieved using the WGA method according 
to the present invention with phi29 is shown in Figure 2. As can be seen from Figure 2, 
high molecular weight DNA can be amplified from bisulphite converted DNA. However, 
the efficiency of amplification was slightly less that with control unconverted DNA as 

15 Figure 2A lane 5 shows that after 4 hour amplification there is more product present in 
the control genomic DNA that in the bisulphite converted lanes (1-4). However, 
increasing the time to 16 hours resulted in higher amplification yields of the bisulphite 
converted DNA (Figure 2B). 

The unique nature of bisulphite modified DNA also means that traditional methods 

20 for WGA cannot be applied. This is due to the fact that after bisulphite treatment, the two 
DNA strands are no longer complementary. For example, a normal DNA 10-mer 
sequence with a top strand such as 5' GATTGCCTTC 3' has a complementary bottom 
strand of 3' CTAACGGAAG 5'. However, upon bisulphite modification involving the 
ultimate conversion of Cs to Ts, the top strand becomes 5' GATTGTTTTT 3' and the 

25 bottom strand becomes 3' TTAATGGAAG 5'. Owing to this bisulphite conversion, the 
top and bottom strands are no longer complimentary and the strands are deficient in Cs 
and are AT enriched. Thus to perform WGA on bisulphite treated DNA at least 2 primer 
populations have to be added instead of one, to target individual strands of the DNA. In 
addition, after bisulphite conversion, the DNA essentially exists as a cytosine depleted 

30 format where the major bases are A, G and T thus the use of any of the four base, 
containing primers, denoted N (where N= A, C, G or T) for universal amplification is 
limited. Therefore for bisulphite treated samples, WGA primers would have to be 
modified. After bisulphite conversion, the DNA exists in a single stranded format with the 
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two strands no longer complimentary. The top strand will consist by and large of only 
three bases, A G and T. Thus to prime efficiently on this strand, the WGA primer 
population would have to contain the bases T, C and A. This population is denoted H, 
where H= (T, C and A) at any position in the primer. After the 1 st round of amplification 
5 the strand would then be copied by the polymerase into the complementary form which 
would consist essentially of the bases A, C and T. Thus for exponential amplification of 
the individual DNA strand a second primer would have to be added consisting of the 
bases T, G and A at any position in the primer. This population is denoted D, where D= 
(T, G and A). Figure 1 illustrates the problems associated with conventional WGA when 

10 the starting template is bisulphite modified DNA. When only one primer population is 
used for bisulphite WGA, either the D population or the H population, the size of the 
amplified products (amplicons) is generally limited to <1.5 kb as can be seen in lanes D 
and H Figure 1 . However, when both D population and H population primers are used 
together for the WGA of bisulphite treated DNA, then amplification of fragments>20kb is 

15 easily achieved (lane denoted D+H) Figure 1 . Using the traditional WGA approach of X 
Telenius, H, et al, Genomics, (1992) 13, 718-725, even with modified primers directed 
against bisulphite treated DNA in which the primers contain H populations, amplicons are 
again small and are <1.5 kb in size (lanes denoted D+6 and D+7) Figure 1. 

To determine the genome coverage obtained using the preferred method 

20 according to the present invention, the present inventor subjected the WGA DNA 
amplified in Figure 1 to PCR analysis at four independent genomic loci, SCGB3A1 , 
ESR1-alpha, ESR1-beta and GSTP1. If the method successfully amplified bisulphite 
treated DNA then all genomic loci should be amplified. If there is non randomness in the 
method, then some genomic loci will not be amplified, and they will not be represented 

25 amongst the amplicons. Figure 3 shows the results of our amplifications. The only WGA 
method to produce uniform genomic representations was amplified with the D and H 
primers combinations. No other combination or the use of single primer WGA has 
produced consistent genomic coverage. 

Thus the WGA method with novel bisulphite conversion technology that results in 

30 virtually no loss of genomic DNA and modified DNA primers allows the amplification of 
large fragments of DNA suitable for downstream applications. The use of such 
approaches has enabled WGA from bisulphite treated DNA from <10 cells thus enabling 
whole genome analysis to be undertaken from small samples such as archival 
specimens, laser dissected cell populations, samples from developing human blastocysts 

35 and small populations of circulating cancer cells or embryonic stem cell populations. 
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Whole genome amplification using a cocktail of polymerases or a single 
polymerase alone. 

Figure 4 demonstrates the drawbacks of traditional WGA methods and the 
5 advantages of the methodology of the present invention. WGA amplification was 

attempted using three different strategies, a polymerase cocktail, a proof reading enzyme 
(Expand™) and a single non-proof reading polymerase. Each strategy employed three 
different primer combinations, the use of D (T, G and A) + H (T, C and A) primer 
populations, the use of D + N (T, C, G and A) populations and H + N populations. 

10 When the polymerase cocktail was used in combination with D + H primer 

populations high molecular weight DNA (>30kb) was amplified from HGS bisulphite 
treated DNA (Figure 4). However, when a proof reading enzyme (Expand™) or a single 
non-proof reading enzyme was used either no DNA or DNA to around 1 .5kb was 
amplified (Figure 4). The use of other primer combinations such as D + N or H + N 

15 resulted in significantly less or no amplification of the HGS bisulphite treated DNA. 

To confirm that genomic representations were achieved the DNA amplified was 
then PCR amplified using 4 independent genomic loci. The only WGA method that gave 
rise to representative genomic coverage was the DNA amplified from the polymerase 
cocktail using the D + H primer combination. 

20 Thus the WGA method according to the present invention reliably produced high 

molecular weight genomic representations suitable for further downstream applications. 

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that numerous variations and/or 
modifications may be made to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as broadly described. The 

25 present embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in all respects as illustrative and 
not restrictive. 



